— 
IJ 


** 


WE,” 


OD ORE 


* 


* 
* of 
o 
- 
( 
ry p F 
4 - 
: 
* 
It 
CY 
* $ 
z - 
* 

Ky 

* | 

* 
% 
* 
1 
= 


* . — a d * Ll a. \ 7 9 


—— 4 


4 


/ 
7 
e 
i 
* — 
1 
. % 8 9 
, * 3 N 
„ 8 
" 8 9 | 
—— EY TEST 
__—_— * 
5 — 
4 4 
| 7 
1 
* 
A 
"I 7 
* 
r 
217 
— _ 
- - s 
R 
3 1 . 
* ff A * I : 
* 


- + 
- ” " 
[ 'o 
— : * 
. aj _— by 8 
(ie 
4 1 of 
1 4 : 
Y ? 
» 
1 EIA PR we” 
: ; 4 Fs 
Ji: 4 (155 Wh 
ns 3 % 
5 o 
2 FI 
. a > 
we. * "= 
f \ 
— 
— 
* 9 1 i ＋ 
n * 
9 * : 
— ww 6 — — * 
3 Fg 
* # \ 
4 Gs A 
* 
— * 9 
* * * 
WV. 0 - + 
\ + ? 
B 1 
* 1 0 
- * 


cn. 


* 
— 
* 5 
1 ® 
ECT 
þ 08 
+, 4X 
* 
* «1 
| \ 
2 
— — 
/ 
* 


SECOND 


Political Dialo g ues 


Between e. 


STATUES 


Fo Oo 


Paſquin um * Afri, 


_ AT. = 

_ Tranſlated from the Original Taba publichedd { 
the Twenty-fifth Day of laſt March. Wl 
Dedicated to the Right Hon. the Lord Corruption. 9 
LON DON: AN 

Printed for T. Boreman near Child's Coffee-Houſe 5 | | | 
in St. Pauls Church-Yard, and to be had at th 1 
Bookſellers and Pamphlet Shops of London -- (1 


Weſtminſter, 1737. | 
(Price One Shilling.) | ; 


- 4 
— — 
o 
: 5 
. 
: - 4 | a | 
- . —_— 4 ” 7 4 7 4 
4 2 a ei * n * + * 
< * » 
ws of 7 0 
| ? 1 v ; £. $ * . F 
* a 8 1 
3 * ; * 
* 2 * 8 ? 122 0 * 
* x nr ; . ; d 1 
| ? : 5 . A * , 4 I 
. * 4 : s 
* * a7 - 2 
* y h , 
* 4 * 
* < C A 
4 i * * 
* 0 4 * pu 
2 44 1 
8 * N 
— g : a 4 7 i 
* * 4 —— % CI 7 4 . * 
j 2 +. | FRY ** - - 
6 „ * 
. - * Fd — - 0 TE : F A 
* » FE” K * 5 = a 93 
* 4 af d * * * — * 4 
* „* x F ; 4 : 
— 2 - % ” «4 vu * 7 
231 * : 1 8 a E . 
4 8 : | + 
* — * 5 F 
% 1 1 f 
12 — * 3 y OM 
n . * y „ 7 ; 
— 4 b * > i 
* * 4 ' K = o 
2 * : — 4 
* ® 4 8 bh 8 
: * 
1 ** = 4 6 i 
2 : 30 * « \ 
FAY : 4 = f 5 
» 8 of f po p 2 
* * 1 
* Vy: —_ 1 : 5 | : „ : 
* Fm * t . % 1 Fee Get tinea. : - 8 { — l — 2 : 
— — — 4 — p ? . 4 * * [i 7 2 
: | > : e A 
»- 7 4 * 
by 4 of k 8 $ % v % 
- 4 — . 4 RY Saw & * ; 4 4 * 5 
— 7 $ . 4 3 * . 2 - * 2 
} = - Þ -1 $ of » * . I l : | 
» : SIDE; ES — 1 * , - = {2 
* — © > be 8 8 * 1 
4 > * — 4 % * 4 | 1 
= © us > = * ** 5 me * 1 * 
. - * 7 F - : . pe ; 
1 * 4 « ; 4 
a a 
Q p | —— 4 - ö 5 1 N 
* ** . * ; . n * 4 7 4 $25 
7 * * 5 4 on , * a : \ * * © 
a * 
4 ” : N * 3 : 55 
* + 4 
" * L 4 A : * 0 23 * 2 
—_ „ N , N 5 | 8 15 
* 5 # y F * - ” — — 
2 4 Lt So ; p . 
r. 


— - « . 
F * * 8 4 F 
"5G 1 by 2 Bs * £ + 
4 - * 9 — * PR: CY - p 
| : ; | oc > * * ' i i hes + | 


* 
* 
2 
1 
Fr 
K 
+ L 
4 
* 
* 
7 
* 
* 
* 


i T a. 
20 
* 
\ 
X 
ACT) 
7 
. 
11 
8 
* 
» 


* 

— 
. 

* 


f 
& 

th 
wn 
f 3 
4 


- » = 4 P_ , * 82 — n &... - 4 - A > 
Des. hs D 509g £354 fn: 20402 G * 5 5 "_ _ 7 e x > 


av 


"i. 1... vw 
OP TS. > 


FRY 


: 4 by * 
Fo, _ 2 


= OI 
£ A4 PDE N > 


* . x 
< LA „ i Wriawk 2 
r £ 5 1 Its 
4 < 7 * 
SE 155 
. 2 Þ k 
4+ Vc ) . 
1 0 


JESS 


T HE 
DEDICATION 
To the Ricur HoxounAbIB 
1 n K 
Lord CORRUPTION, 


My Lord, 
N EF O RE f preſtige 


Sanftion of my preſent 


I make ſome Apology, 


for bb, laſt Year, addreſſed my a 
to the younger Branch of your Illu- 
ſtrious Houſe, preferable to your All- 
worthy Self. Let this, then, be my 
mae ; that as you intruſted the weighty 

* Province 


to intreat your Lordſhip's 


Labours, tis but juſt that 


— — = 
* 


—— 
% Sa + 
SD os 


un} DED IFC ATPON. . 
Province of Foreign Negociation to 
your Junior, I imagined you would 
be berter pleaſed he ſhould be honoured 
with the Patronage of all Political Tracts, 
than your ſelf. If, after this, you ſhould 
ſtill be of Opinion, that I was want- 
ing in my Duty, I am unfortunate ; 
and can only beſeech your Lordſhip to 
conſider, that I was erroneous in Judg- 
ment only, ” =: 
I could have no View of Intereſt in 

my Preference of the Renown'd Equi- 
libriſt, to your Lordſhip; for I can 
| ſafely Swear, that I had neither Place 
or Penſion, nor did I ever Solicite for 
any. It is true, I was not without 
Hopes, that a handſome Purſe, or Bank 
Note, would be ſent me by an unknown 
Hand, for my genteel Encomiums on 
the Family. But it ſeems, it is a Maxim 
with your Houſe, never to encourage 
Merit to find the Avenue to your good 
Graces.--And I wiſh, for this Reaſon, that 
the two old Romans ] introduce to your 
Lordſhip, may not be coldly received 
by you. But if it ſhould ſo happen, 
they 


the B 


DEDICATION. iii 


they have Rill the Comfort-of Suffering 
in my good Company. The P——yx, 
ns, the ( ,, the Sr, 
and the much to be lamented 2, 


have met with the like Fate, whilſt 
the — the ——, the — and Shoals 
of other mol W were cheriſh'd, 
and loaded wich Penſions and Prefer- 
ments. 


If my Authors are to be a 
your Lordſhip s Sway is almoſt univer- 
ſal in this our Land, flowing with 
Milk and Honey. I won't 2n{wer for 


the Truth of this bold Aſſertion; but 


my Lord, ſhould they happen to be 


Right, one may venture to conclude, 


that inſtead of Milk and Honey, we 
ſhall ſoon be over-run with Poverty and 
Diſpair. And, in ſuch Caſe, I would be- 


ſeech your Lordſhip to conſider what Sort 


of Abject Creatures you'll have to Ex 


erciſe your Power over. A Word to the 
Wiſe, my Lord. Vou have a Family; 
therefore, ſhould think of F uturity. 
It is true, Marforio is Politive that 
we are incapable of ſeeing at any Di- 
A 2 ſtance, 


iv DEDICATION, 
| ſtance; and I confeſs, one would be 
inclined tb believe him from the preſent 
Situation of our Affairs; but I ſhould. 
think it impoſſible, that one of your 
Lordſhips known Sagacity ſhould have 
a Veil over your Eyes, that have been 
ſo Adroit, as to Hood-wink a whole 
People. „5 

We have a late glorious Inſtance of 
your Lordſhip's Addreſs, in the myſte- 
rious Art of Blind-folding. It will 
immediately occur to your Lordſhip's 
Memory, that I mean your Defeat of 
a late Scheme, for encreaſing the pre- 
ſent ſmall Pittance of Milk and Honey, 
which our induſtrious Poor are obliged 
to ſubſiſt upon. But, my Lord, tho 
you _ think it neceſſary ro curb 
the Inſolence of the Douglity Knight, 
that dared to introduce any Thing of 
that Moment, without your Conſent 
and Approbation. I cannot help being 
of Opinion with Marforio, who, it 
ſeems, had wind of that Scheme, that 
Part, at leaſt, of it would have been 
of ſingular Uſe to you. I am fo fatis- 


4'$ 


he 


oO WF: 0 WE W- | WW WE 


Ld 


Se hire e your preſent ſeeming 


- Diſregard, that I am ready to Stake my 
Stock +: 


tegrity, however unequal I may think 


Knowledge againſt your In- 


the Wager, chat you will Faſhion the 
Scheme, and bring it your {elf upon 


the Tapis, before the end of the next 


Tear... 

The late Schemiſt, however virtuous 
and wiſe on other Occaſions, was grofl 
Miſtaken to imagine your Lordſhip Soda 
agree to a Project made Publick, before 
you and your Creatures could have Time 


to make a Penny of it. He might have 


remembered, that you had conſtantly 


made your Market many Months, be- 


fore you uſhered your Schemes to the 
Publick. But his Zeal for the Bleeding 


Publick, hurry'd him Spporkd his uſual. 


Prudence. 


But of all the Tnconlfillaniciti I Have 
known my Country-men guilry of, 
and God knows I have been Eye- 
witneſs of many, I never knew one 


More abſurd than their Behaviour to- 


wards 


DEDICATION. Ivy - 
57 d, that you your ſelf; think it would, 
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wards this ſame unhappy Scheming 


Knight. Methinks I ſee your Lord- 
ſhip hugging your ſweet Self for having 
whipp'd this Darling Cit out of the 
good Opinion of his fellow Citizens | 


with a Rod of his own cutting. Well 


might Marforio ſay that we are inca- 
pable of fathoming Futurity, ſince, in 
this Inſtance, tis plain we can't ſee the 
Length of our Noſes. I ſhould nor 


wonder, indeed, to hear the Money'd 
part of the People had inveigh'd againſt 


one that endeavour'd to eaſe the In- 


duſtrious, by throwing part of their 


Burthen on the Jdle ; but to ſee the 


filly Beaſts of Burthen themſelves, exult 
in their Load, hug their Chains, and 
throw Dirt at the relieving Patriot they 


ſhould revere and adore, — Monſtrum 


| Horreudum ? 


I think nothing can more evidently 


point out your Lordihip's Influence, 


than the Publick Indignities offer'd to 
this Second Rate Martyr 5 nor can I 


any longer, without wronging my Judg- 


ment, heſitate one Moment, to con- 
clude 


Prax, {/ Aw on 
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clude with the Celebrated- Statues, that 
your Sway is Univerſal within the 
Bounds of the Narrow Seas. 
I wih, my Lord, for your Sake, a 
I could fay that you had equal In- 
fluence at Nienna, Paris, and Madrid. 
But tis much to be fear'd that your 
Lordſhip's Power at thefe remote Places 
ſinks in 1 2 9 to its Inereaſe at 
Home. y laſt Patron, your a- 
ble . can probably inform 
you if the Fact be ſo. It is true, if 
you were never to ſtir from Home, 
never to apprehend unwelcome _— 
from Abroad, the Decreaſe of - 
Influence amongſt Foreigners, = 
be attended with no very Bad Conſe- 
quence: But, my Lord, ſhou'd you 
ever be drove to the dire Neceſſity of 
calling for Aid, tis a. terrible x Gon 
to be Friendleſs. Your Lordſhip belt 
knows if your Conduct, ſince the Me- 
morable Year Twenty, has drawn upon 
you that flagrant Neglect of Foreigners 


which ſo viſibly encreaſes throughout 
the whole Continent. 


You'll 


vii DEDICATION. 
\: You'll. obſetve from the Dialogues, 
that Paſquin and Marforioare your Friends. 
For your Lordſhip-knows, chat it is the 
Part of a Friend to put one in mind of 
his Faults. They do it with great Sin- 
cerity of Heart, and for that Reaſon, 
1 hope your Lordſhip will take them 
under your All-Powerful Wings. As 
for my Part, whether or no you will 
allow me to be of the Number of your 
Slaves, I ſhall ever think myſelf oblig'd 
to publiſh your Merit for the General 
Good of my Fellow. Subjects, who en- 
joy ſo many Subſtantial Bleſſmgs under 
your Awful Adminiſtration. I am, 


= My Lord, 
| 74 | | 4. Tour Lordſhip's 3 
1 . Moſt humble and 
i | Devoted Servant, 
|; The Tranſlator. 


SECOND 


8 gre Political Dinkins 4 
tween the Statutes of Pa, quin 
and M arforio at Rome, * 


Dialocve I. 
Paſquin and Marforio. 


Paſa. N DOME, come, Marforio; Prithee, 
WJ" be more ſociable. Fold up 
PX your Pacquet, lay by your Spec- 
RF tacles, and indulge your old 

, Ac quaintance, whilſt yet the 
Silence of Night is propitious to that Frankneſs 
and Openeſs with which we have, and, I hope, 
ever will entertain eack other. A few Hours will 
deprive us of the Pleaſure we propoſed; there- 
fore, my Friend, let us enjoy the preſent in Con- 
verſe of Mutual Confidence and Freedom. 


What, ſtill Deaf to my Intreaty ? Fare thee well, 


then, thou Political Sot. Fare the well, I lay; 
and when thou haſt brought thy Sehemes of Free- 
dom to Maturity, call upon me to ſee if I ſhall 

be 


4 
_— 


be in an Humour to liſten to thy Utopian Pro- 


| 


*(:2,) | 


je&s. — Adieu, old, vain Speculatiſt. 


Mar. Nay, Prithee, Paſquin; do not leave 
me. I ſhall want thy Aſſiſtance towards coming 


at the real Meaning, if any there be, of the Bulky 


Pacquet in my Hand. . 


'Pafq. Are your Letters then in - her, that 
you ſtand in need of an Aſſiſtant? 7 ſo, e'en 
ſend them to E——, where a certain ftationed, 
ſpiritual Band will Decypher them upon Oath. 
Marf. Upon Oath, Paſquin? 
Paſq. Les, upon Oath. Nay more; they ſhall 
give them any Meaning you ſhall require, wh 
vided your Eiberality be as extenſive as their Mo- 
rality. You forget ſure, a certain memorable 
Tranſaction in that virtuous Country, which 
happened not many Tears ago. . 
Marf. T underſtand thee Paſquin. That Af- 
fair, indeed, was of a very extraordinary Na- 
ture. But in the preſent Caſe, I don't want the 
Aid of venal Decypherers; I want only that of 
a good Underſtanding. The Letters in my Hand 
are Intelligible, as to the Characters and Lan- 
guage, but fo monſtruouſſy Iuconſiſtent with each 


other, tho upon the ſame Subject, and from Na- 


tives of the ſame Land, that without much Study 


and Labour, "Twill. be impoſſible to form any a 


juſt Idea of the true Intention of my Correſ- 
pondents. | | 


Paſq. I'Il lay a thouſand Crowns to a Pome- 
granate, your Correſpondents are Iſlanders; ever 


various and inconſtant. Your Letters are from 
the Weſt, I ſuppoſe? | 


\ 


Marf. They are, Prithee, Paſquin, take them 
and try to make Senſe of them, whilſt I examine 
another Pacquet from Turin, which informs ho 

: 0 


"4 
of the Alteration of Affairs at that Court, oti the 
Marriage of his Sardinian Majeſty. | 


_ © Paſq. No, not I. Thou Marforio, art a dull, 


phlegmatick, plodding Fellow, cut ont by Nature 
to encounter with the Abſurdities of that Ima- 
ginarily happy and ſagacious People. — But, 
pray what is the general Import of your Letters 
from your frothy, changeable Correſpondents ?. 
Do they ſtill complain of the Decay of their Trade; 
do they inveigh againſt the Oppreſſions of the 
Adminiſtration; are their Taxes encreaſed; is 
the Weight of their Debts unſupportable; or are 
they at laſt, grown ſo wiſe, as to ſee that they 
had been Ideots and mad Men for half a Century ? 
Marf. The Majority of them complain of all 
the Ills, and. much more, than you have enume- 
rated, while others amongſt them, (the leaſt in 
Number, tho' not in Power) are Induſtrious to 
ropagate Notions of their general Freedom and 
1 One would imagine the Complainants 
had Truth of their Side, if they were not known, 
in the main, to concur in thoſe very Meaſures 
on which they found their Complaint. For Ex- 
ample; they complain of the Corruption of their 
Repreſentatives. This Complaint is General; tis 
Annual. And yet, when they have the Power 
of changing Hands, and of Electing ſuch Men 
as would ſecure them from the Deſigns of the 
Adminiſtration, they are ſo abandon'd as to drop 
their real Friends, and fix their Choice on thoſe 
very Men they had been Complaining of for 
ſeven Years before. Monſtrous Abſurdity ! They 
complain of the decreaſe of their Commerce, and 
yet they will chuſe thoſe very Men that have 
occaſioned that Decreaſe, Nay, more, they chuſe 
them, tho" at the ſame Time they are fatisfied 
that they give their Suffrages to Men devoted to 
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a Fellow Subjes?, whoſe particular Views. tend to 


the Impoveriſhment of the Community, in order 


to complete his Schemes of General Subjecion. 
Of all the Nations under the Sun, this is moſt un- 


| teddy and inconſiſtent. To hear them talk of 


their Liberty, one would think they had ſecured 
it beyond the Power of Fate. To hear them 
Expatiate on the Excellence of their Conſtitution, 
one would think it had been framed by Solon and 


Lycurgus, under the Direction of the Supream 
Deity. . To hear them exult and proclaim the Pu- 


rity of their Religion, one would conclude the 
Evangilifts had wrote for them alone- And yet, 
Paſquin, their Liberty is **. Their Conſti- 
tution, little better than * **, and their Reli- 
gion, little leſs than down-righe * * * * *, This 
you and I know to be Fact; this, all the found 
Divines and Stateſmen in Europe know to be ſo, 
except their own, if any ſuch are to be found 
amonegft_them- : Sy 

Paſq. Unthinking Marforio! What, refuſe a 
People Religion that had been ſo Pious as to 


raiſe an Immenſe Fund for Building Fifty Ad- 


ditional Churches in one City only; and that too, 
at a Time they were ſaddled with Two. Hun- 
dred | Millions of Publick Debt, and were 
Groaning under the Weight of Taxes and Dearth 
of Commerce. Nay more, they made this Pious 
Proviſion at the Deſire of the Sovereign that 


had not a Pallace in the Metropolis fit to Lodge 


her Majeſties Coach-Horſes. Wilt thou, I ſay, 
after ſo Glaring an Inſtance of their Piety, and 


Zeal for their Church, 'refuſe them the Glory 


of Thinking themſelves truly Religious and Or- 
thodox? I ſhould rather expe& you would Eccho 
their Religious Fame to the Antipodes. Fy, Lit- 
2 tle 

+ Crowns, | 
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tle Maify, | Retract, or by the Slipper of our Pon- 
tif, I ſhall have but a wretched Opinion, of ei- 


ther thy Charity or Underſtanding. 
Marj. Were I like thee, Paſquin, carry'd a- 
way with Appearances only, I might, with thee 


conclude, that People truly Religious from the 


Legiſlative Inſtance you mention of their Piety. 
But as my Reſearches into Occurrences of any 
Moment are never Superficial, I ſeldom fail of 
coming at the Genuine Springs or Motives that 
had given them Birth. Religion had the leaſt, 
if any ſhare, in the Tranſaction you ſo much 
Magnify. The Church-building Act was pro- 


jected, partly to gratify the then Sovereign, and 


partly to lull the Epiſcopal Clergy into an un- 


ſafe Security. Twas obvious to all the World 


at that Time, that the Conventicles were throng'd, 
whilſt the Churches were deſerted from the Arts 
and Contrivances of a Party. The Church- 
men, particularly the eſtabliſned Clergy, were a- 
larmed; it was therefore neceſſary to gild the 
Poinard deſtined to give the Blow, and no Gild- 


ing was thought more likely to Delude, than that 


vaſt Addition to the Places of Publick Worſhip. 

My Dear Paſquiz, there is nothing more fal- 
lacious than the Actions and Profeſſions of the 
Generality of Miniſters, but particularly of thoſe 
of the Nation under our preſent; Conſideration; 
there are rarely, if ever, actuated by any Prin- 


ciple; but that of Dear private Self · Intereſt, tis 


their Point in View, and they are ſteddy in no 
Purſuit, but that one. They riſe to Power by 
Clamour, Oppoſition and the Animoſity of Par- 
ty, and they continue their Influence, juſt ſo 
long as they are able to gratify the Avarice of 
ſome, and impoſe on others of the Voracious and 
Credulaus of the ä that had raiſed them 

3 | to 
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to the Summit. Thongh that People had been, 
what they would perſuade the World they are, 
Proof againſt Corruption, they would ſtill be 


more eaſily —_ upon by an artful Miniſter 


than any other in Europe; from this certain Rea- 


fon; that no 1 in Europe aft with leſs Re- 
fie&ion, or ſee lefs into Futurity. But as they 


are more inſatiable of Wealth, eſpecially that Pur- 
Joined from the Publick, than any Nation in the 
World, even the Durch not excepted, a Miniſter 


who has the Diſpoſal of all Employments, and 
of the publick Treaſure, can never fail of Hood- 
winking his Party, and continuing his Influence, 


eſpecially whilſt his Prince will ſee with no Eyes 


but the Minifter's, whoſe Intereſt it is to guide 


him out of the Path of true Glory, 
| Paſq. Is it poſſible that ſo profuſe and ſo extra- 


vagant a People as they are known to be both at 


home and abroad, can be ſo inſatiable of Riches, 
and fo ſuſceptible of Corruption as you would 
make them ? e | 5 
Mau. Call to mind what has been ſaid of our 
Countryman Catiline, and the Paradox vill diſap- 
pear. Alieni appetentes, ſui profufi, may with equal 
Justice be applied here as there. Here Wealth 
is the Idol, the only Thing purſued whilſt Vir- 
tne, either publick or private, is *. The 
Amor Patriz is counted a Chimæra, and to prefer 
the ee to private Intereſt, is a Doctrine ab- 
rr crc cc... 
It happens, indeed, ſometimes, that a Miniſter, 
with all the Advantages I have mentioned above, 
will fall ſooner thanthe Publick could imagine. But 
*is becauſe he wants the Means of Corruption: 
For while that exiſts he muſt be ſafe where all 
are greedy to receive. You know, Paſquin, that 
that People are divided into two great Parties ; 


and 


„„ - 

and that one, tho' infivitely ſuperior in Wealth 
as well as Number, has been Lorded over by the 
other for many Years. This, in one Senſe, is ow- 


ing to the Aſſiduity and Unanimity of the Mino- 


rity, and to the Inactivity and Diſunion of the 
Majority. The profefled Principles of the latter 
are more virtuous and laudable; but as they were 
ſeldom known to act up to their Profeſſions they 
have been, I mean the Chiefs, conſtantly deſerted 
and abandoned, whilſt rhe others, with Principles 


more injurious to the Generality of the People, 


and leſs virtuous, have been as conftantly abet- 
ted and ſupported, becauſe they had been more 
ſteddy in Friendſhip, and more conſiſtent with 
themſelves, 7 = 

There is another Reaſon why an Adminiſtra- 
tion choſen out of this Minoricy ſhould exift 
longer than one taken from the Majority ; and 
it is obſervable the Fact was always ſo, For as 
the firſt has fewer to gratify than the latter, the 
Means of Corruption, or call it Gratification, if 
you will, is not ſo ſoon exhauſted in the Hands of 
the one Side as the other. Thus it happens, that 
the preſent Miniſter in that Country has been 
able to ſupport himſelf, for above ſixteen Years, 
againſt the moſt violent, beſt conducted, civil Op- 


poſition that had been known, either in that or 
any other Country. But miſtake me not, my 


Friend, when I mention this Oppoſition with an 
Air of Applauſe. Ir would, indeed, merit uni- 
verſal Applauſe was it founded on publick Good ; 
but, my dear Paſquin, IJ have told you what I am 
convinced to be true, that that amiable Virtue 
is unknown to the whole People, a very few ex- 
cepted. The Oppoſition in queſtion is chiefly, 
if not ſolely, founded in Avarice The Oppo- 
nents are ſecluded from the Adyantages accruing 

B 4 | from 
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from Power and Employments, and herein conſiſts 
the ſole Myſtery of the Oppoſition, however 
artfully it may be gilded. Could the Miniſter 
find the Means of ſatiating the predominant Paſ- 
fion of his Opponents ; could he gorge them with 


Employments and Penſions, he might rule un- 


moleſted till he ſnould fix the Power of his Maſ- 
ter beyond the Reach of Party, and fill his own 
and his Lord's Cofters with all the Money in 
the Nation. | 

But without the Concurrence of the Opponents, 
I am much miſtaken if he will not ſoon have the 
Means of attaining theſe premeditated Deſigns. 
For by the Letters now in my Hand, I underſtand 


he is cooking up a Project which will enable him 


to carry on all his Schemes into Execution. The 
young Sicilian Monarch has pointed out to him 
the alluring Path; and if I know my Man, he is 
too much in his own Intereſt to be diverted from 
going into a Road that muſt lead him to the 


Height of his Ambition. 


Paſq. Pray, which of the young Spaniſh Mackia- 


vels late Schemes has he ſet his Heart upon; that 


of the temporal Inquiſition 3 that of reducing Re- 


ligions to their primitive Poverty, or that of re- 


5 — the Intereſt of the National Debt ſo low as 
to ſtarve all the Ratifia- drinking old Women in 
the Nation? 

 Marf. One would really think, from the Con- 
tinuance of his Power and Succeſs, that he had 
none but old Women to deal with. - But to 
the Purpoſe of my Intelligence. He was before- 
hand with the beardleſs King, as to Laws to tie 


_ down his Eellow-ſubje&s to actual Obedience, and 
the Reformation left him little Room to exerciſe 


his fleecing Talents on the Church. The laſt of 


the Don s Expedients for humbling his Neopolitans, 


16 


f 
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js that our Stateſman is ul employed abour. 
The Reducement of the Intereſt of their National 
Debt is the Scheme now on the Anvil; the Com- 
letion of which will enable the Projector to con- 
tinue his Influence while he would wiſh to be at 
the Head of Affairs. If, with the Means already 
in his Hands, he has been able to form ſuch 4 
Party as have ſupported him againſt the Bent of 
a vaſt Majority, what may he not be able to do 
when he ſhall have acquired ſuch additional 
Strength as muſt be the neceſſary Conſequence 
of this Scheme? Two or three f Millions added to 
the Capital already in the Management of fo con- 
ſummate an Adept as our Schemiſt is allowed to 
be in a proper Application of Finances, muſt en- 
able him, either to gain over or intirely cruſn 
his Opponents. And indeed, if one may judge 
of him from his paſt Behaviour, tis more likely 
he will ſoon throw off the Remains of the Mask 
and ſtrike, without Ceremony or Reſerve at the 
putrified Root of his Country's Freedom. = 
' Paſq. It may be ſaid, indeed, that ſome few of 
the Branches of that once flouriſhing and glorious 
Tree are become withered and ſapleſs; but I can- 
not perceive how the Root can be ſaid to be pu- 
trified while two Parts in three of the Legiſlative 
Power ſtill remains in the Hands of thoſe whoſe 

immediate Intereſt it is to preſerve it. 


U * 


Marf. I thought, my political Sceptick, I had, 


in a former Conference, ſatisfied thee concern- 


ning the State of Liberty in that once happy 


Country. I was in hopes I had convinced thee. 


that little elfe but the Shadow of Freedom re- 
mains there. But thou art one of thoſe that are 
never to be reaſoned out of an Opinion once im- 


bibed, however abſurd or ill founded. Becauſe 


thou 
+ Crowns. 
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thou hadſt heard it ſaid, that in a certain Period 
of the laſt Century, that People were truly free, 
thou wilt needs have it that they muſt be always 
ſo. Becauſe they had on many Occaſions, made 
glorious Struggles in behalf of Freedom thou 
thinkeſt they will always do ſo whenever the fair 


Bleſſing is attacked. Thy Concluſion would not 


be much amiſs if the Poeple had been ſtill what 
they were. If, like their Anceſtors, their Breaſts 
had glowed with Patriot Vertue; the ſame Sen- 
timents, the ſame Actions might be expected from 
them. But, if they be ſo far degenerated as to 


have bartered away the Purity of the Goſpel for 


Atheiſm and Deiſm, Debauchery and Luxury 
for Abſtemiouſneſs and Parcimony ; if Infidelity 
and Senſuality have ſo far unhinged the Prin- 
ciples of Patriotiſm in their Souls as to be liable 
to every Impreſſion an artful, corrupting Agent 
ſhall think fit to make upon their Minds. How 
long, think thee, will they be able to preſerve the 
Shadow of their once boaſted Liberty. As for the 
Subſtance, doſt think it morally poſlible it could 


have ſubſiſted to this Time amongſt a People that 
had, for a Series of Years, thrown off all Regard 


for Poſterity, for publick Juſtice, and for every 
Vertue neceſſary towards the well-being of the 
Community. . 
No Paſquin, that once religious, brave, vertu- 
ous, induſtrious People are become *** * * * x * 
######*# Our own Countrymen were, at one 
Time, poſſeſſed of all the Vertues human Nature 
is capable of, and yet thou knoweſt how ſhame- 
fully they had contributed to their own Bondage. 
The French were free, and would be ſo ſtill, if 
they had never courted Employments nor the 
Smiles of Princes and ſycophant Miniſters. All 
the Nations of the Earth would be free, as Na- 
ture 


((ii) 
ture deſigned they ſhould be, if they had with- 
ſtood Corruption, and the falſe Ambitien of tin- 
ſel Titles and Honours. Gods! that a Bribe, a 
Riband, a Title, or other filly Feather in a Fool's 
Cap, ſhould induce a reaſonable Being to ſwop 
away Liberty for Slavery ! And yet, this we have 
ſeen, Paſquin, in a Multitude of Inſtances, ſince 
the skilful Statuary has ſtruck us out into mortal 
Paſ . Thou ſeemeſt to think that the preſent 
Deſpotiſm of the World is derived from Corrup- 
tion only. When I ſay Corruption, I would not 
be underſtood that I think you mean that of 
Manners which enervates and debaſes the Soul 
ſo far as to render it ſuſceptible of the worſt of 
Impreſſions ; but that Species of Corruption, 
founded in Avarice, with which the Rich and 
Ambitious are ſometimes thought to undermine 
the Liberties of Communities. Now, for my Part, 
I ſhould rather be of Opinion that Deſpotiſm 
owes its Being more to Force than that fort of 
Corruption you would found it upon: 
Marf. That abſolute Power exiſts by Force I 
won't deny; nor can you, that that very Force 
. muſt neceſſarily have been firſt created, and after- 
wards nurſed. up by Corruption, that very Cor- 
ruption founded in Avarice, from which, moſt un- 
doubtedly, all inordinate Power derives its Origi- 
nal. Let us ſuppoſe an Individual become Popu- 
lar from the publick Opinion of his Wiſdom and 
Virtue, inveſted -with Power for the Good of the 
Community. A limited Power it muſt be; for it 
cannot be ſuppoſed that any Society of Men 
would ſpontaneouſly delegate abſolute Power to a 
Fellow Creature. 'The innate Freedom of Man 
does not admit of any Thing ſo repugnant to the 
Nature of Liberty. Let us inquire then, how 
| | | | - Bower 
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Power ſo limited, becomes abſolute, contrary to the 
Intereſt and Intention of thofe that had firſt de- 
legated it. Why, thus; Wealth being the Con- 
commitant of Power, the Chief Magiſtrate accu- 
mulates Riches, with which ehe corrupts the Chiefs 
of the People, who ſeldom fail of drawing the 
Multitude into their Sentiments. 
Paſq. Your Argument may have ſome Weight as 
to ſimple Monarchical Government; but in ſuch a 
mix d Government as that of B——, where the 
People are in Poſſeſſion of two Thirds of the Le- 
giſlative Power, it would ſeem impracticable to erect 
that abſolute Dominion you dread ſo much: 
Marf. Still fee, Pafquin, you cannot be perfua- 
ded that that People are to be bribed of their Free- 
dom. I wiſh I could ſee any Reaſon for my being 
of your Opinion. But I own to you that I cannot 
gain upon my ſelf to look upon a People to be 
Free that concur in the Maintenance of a ſtanding 
Army during a profound 'Tranquillity. An Ar- 
my, in Time of Peace, was a Thing unknown to 
the Conſtitution of that Country; nor can the 
Continuance of ſuch Force as is now ſcen there, 
be intended for the Purpoſes of Liberty. Free- 
dom and an armed Force are of the Nature of 
thoſe Things that are incompatible. The Hiſtory 
- of all Nations confirm this Truth, and none more 
particularly than that of our own Country. You 
remember the dire Calamities occaſioned by Marius 
and Hlla, inveſted for other Purpoſes than Slavery, 
with martia} Authority. Did not the Prolonga- 
tion of Cz/ar's Commiſſion in Gaul, enable him to t 
deſtroy the beſt digeſted Commonwealth in the MW v 
whole World. You cannot forget the Story of MW v 
Mat ho and Spendius at Carthage, or that of the Ma- 1 
. malukes of Egypt. Call to Mind how the Athenians, N t 
a People ſuperlatively wiſe, and jealous of _— e 
loſt 
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loſt it by being Bribed by Piſiſtratus to allow him 
but thirty Guards only, for the Security of his Per- 
ſon. Remember how- Timophanes, entruſted with 
the Command of but four hundred armed Men for 
the Defence of Corinth, became abſolute Maſter 
of the Lives and Liberties of the Citizens. How 
Agathocles became Tyrant of Syracuſa by being in- 
veſted with the Command of the Army. Read 
the Accounts given by our Countryman Spada and 
Bentivolio, of the Power of an armed Force in the 
Netherlands, when a handſul of . Spaniards commit 
ted ſuch Devaſtation, notwithſtanding the Power 
and Wealth of the Subjects and the vaſt Num- 
ber of fortified Towns poſſeſſed by native No- 
blemen. £25 21 0247 
But before that Period of Time, read in Com- 
mines, how Philip of Burgundy, a Prince diſtin- 
guiſned by the Epithet good, deſtroyed the Li- 
berty of the moſt opulent People then in Europe, 
with ſo ſmall a Force as five hundred Horſe. What 
Charles, ſurnamed the Bold, did afterwards in Con- 
ſequence of a military Power, is recorded by 
numberleſs Authors. Did not Louis XI. with 
an Army leſs numerous than that now eſtabliſhed 
in the B- — þ Empire, enſlave the populous 
and extenſive Kingdom of Frauce 2 Did not Francis 
Sforza force himſelf into the abſolute Dominion 
of Milan, by a ſmall Army entruſted te his Com- 
mand for the Safety of the unwary Milaneze 2 
And did not our own Countryman, Olivaretto di 
Fermo put all, or moſt ef his principle Fellow Citizens 
to the Sword, and proclaimed himſelf their Prince 
| with ſo deſpicable a Force as one hundred Horſe, 
which he had the Addreſs, by the Corruption of 
ſome of the chief Citizens, to get Leave to. in- 
troduce into the City? Was it not an armed Force 
entruſted with Guſtavus Ericſon, after he had de- 
livered 


Kvered his Country from the Bondage of the 
Danes, that he had deſtroyed that Freedom it was 
raiſed ro Defend. Innumerable are the Inftances, 


may be brought to prove that Liberty, and a 


Standing Army are Inconſiſtent. 


Bur to bring the Conſideration” home to the 
Point in Queſtion ; let it be remembered that an 


Army in the very Country, whoſe preſent State 
of Liberty you think fo very ſafe, had trampled 
on the Freedom of that very Parliament that had 
raiſed it; that, in the Courſe of a few Years, 


that Army had ſet up Ten ſeveral Sorts of Go- 


vernment contrary to the Genius of the whole 
Nation and the Opinion of half their own Bo- 


dy; ſuch is the Influence of a Commander over 


an Army, that he can Oblige them to act Me- 
chanically, however the Sentiments of the Indivi- 
duals of which the Corp ſe is compoſed, may happen 
to differ from his own. When ever a People truſt 
their Arms out of their own Hands, they muſt 
expect to be Slaves; for it is ridiculous to Ima- 


gine that Men will be Servants when they have it 
in their Power to become Maſters. Let it not 


be urged that the Army under our preſent Con- 
ſideration, are paid by the Publick, and therefore, 
properly ſpeaking, are the Servants of the Peo- 
ple. Frivilous Sophiſtry! Was not the Army of 


1641 the fame? Was not all the Armies that 
had ever inſlaved their Fellow Subjects the ſame? 


Why ſhall we expect this armed Corpſe to be en- 
dowed with more Virtue than their Anceſtors, 
or than all thoſe we read of in Hiſtory ? I will 
venture to affirm that the preſent Generation are 


not more Pious, more Couragious, leſs Luxurious, 


leſs Immoral, or more publick ſpirited than they 
were about the middle of the laſt Century. 
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71 (535 
But, what are the Reafons offered for the 
Countinuance of this Army. Why firſt, that the 
late Hero of Sweden had intended either t6 
Conquer for himſelf, or to introduce à PopiſÞ 
Prince upon the Throne. Monſtrous Inconſiſ- 
tency! When the Inability of that unhappy Prince 
was evident to the whole World; and when it 
was alſo notorious, that if he had had the Power, 
his Enthufiaſm was ſuch as would never permit 
him to Uſe it in favour of one whoſe Religion 
was his Averſion. Next, the Deſigns of Spain were 
to be warded againſt; Reaſoning as. ridiculous as 
the other! Is it not a known Truth that the 
Naval Force of Spain is ſo infinitely Inferior to 
that of B——, that there is not a bare Poſſibi- 
lity that ever ſhe can be affected by any Embar- 
kation from thar diſtant Country. 'Then again, 
all was at Stake withour an Army, confidering that 
the Emperor was diſobliged at the famous Freaty 


of Hanover, How was his Power, even his Naval 


Power, exaggerated on that Occaſion, by a certain 
Pention'd Herd, tho' it was as clear as the Sun 
at Noon-Day, that he had no Intention to diſturb 
his Neighbours, and that, tho* he had, he was 
not Maſter of one Ship in the World by which 
he could hope to execute his Deſigns. Next was 
the late War in Confequence of the Poliſh Elec- 
tion, the Pretext, not only of continuing but in- 
creaſing the Number of Forces, tho' there was 
not a Man in the Nation did not know with Cer- 
tainty, that it was abſolutely reſolyed not to In- 
terfere in that Quarrel. ; 
Well, all thoſe fanthom Apprehenſiops are va- 
niſhed, and ſtill the Army fubſiſts. But, ſay 
the venal Creatures of Power, Spain is ftill in 
an ill Humour, and has ſhewed Inclination of 
Arming at Barcelona, or at the Havanna; no 
| Matter 
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Matter which, either being of equal Concern to 
'B-——, in Point of Diſtance and Convenience. 
For my Part, Paſquin, I expect a few Poſts will 
bring me Advice that an Additional Army will 
be raiſed to prevent the Deſigns of his Holineſs, 
Don Carlos and the Penetians who are making ſome 
flow Steps towards arming Navally, againſt the 
Turk. Nay, I am not ſure but that the Impe- 
rial Fleet of flat Shalloupes in the Danube will be 
urged as a Reaſon for Iſſuing out Commiſſions : 
for Raiſing a Dozen, additional Regiments of 
Dragoons. * bs Top, 3 13 
But to be more ſerious; is it not Obvious that 
an Army thus continued upon the moſt frivolus 
Pretences, muſt have a View injurious to Liber- 
ty? Every Body knows how an Army is capable 
of Influencing Elections of Parliament; what Mid- 
dling Borough will venture to Vote againſt a 
Colonel of a Regiment, that has it in his Power 
to Diſtreſs the Inhabitants by Quartering; or 
what Parliament will venture to diſoblige a Mi- 
niſter that has above Thirty Thouſand diſciplin'd 
Military Servants in his Retinue, beſides as ma- 
ny more civil Attendants of all Degrees, Qualities 
and Denominations, that Riot by his Benevolence 
and Liberality. I don't know, Paſquin, if you 
be yet cured of your Incredulity ; but I venture 
to' Prognoſticate, that if you ſhould not, from 
what I have ſaid, it won't be many —— before 
you hear that a certain Miniſter ſays, it is expected 
they will chuſe the Officers of the Army, and that af- 
terwards, he will Harangue the P, and tell them 
in ſmooth, but very plain Words, that it is expected 
they will maintain them. | 
Paſq. I confeſs I had a ſecret Regard for that 
once brave and free People, and was unwilling 
to Harbour any Opinion injurious to their 1 555 
lick 
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lick Virtue ; but you have convinced me that 
one may carry his Prepoſſeſſion too far. Let us 


then leave them to their, Fate, to take a View of 
the other Nations of Europe. Since fair Liberty 
is no where to be found, as ſure ſhe' is not, let 
us examine the Conduct and Intereſts of thoſe 
States where once ſhe was revered with Zeal and 


Piety. Our laſt Political Conference turned upon 


the late War in Conſequence of the Election of 
Poland. You.coneluded with the Peace then, pretty 
far advanced between the Emperor and the Allies: 
I expe& you will diſcuſs that Matter more amply, 
for my Satisfaction, and I promiſe, in Re- 
turn, to inform you of ſome Tranſactions, pro- 
bably too trivial for the Obſervation of one ſo 
ſerious and profound as your Magifterial Wor- 
ſhip, but which, however, may help to elucidate 
Matters of Moment and Conſequence. _ 
Marf. Thou haſt ever been a Comical Rogue. 
Well, Paſquin, J will indulge thee for once, pro- 
vided you promiſe not to reveal the Converſa- 
tion to the firſt Inquiſitive Inquirer. - But huſh, 
theſe Bells proclaim the Approach of Day. Adieu 
till To-morrow Night. 
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Marf. XX HY fo Melancholy, my old Mer 


curial Friend? Has thy natural 
Gaity been diſturbed by any freſh Inſtances o 
the Inſults of Spain and Naples ? Do the Diftrac- 
tions of the old ſhifting Pontiff, occaſioned by 


the haughty Demands of the Father and Son, ſo 


engage your Attention, my Dabbler in Politicks, 
C as 
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as to become unſociable and forget the Purport 
of our Meeting ? If the Gloom which hangs on 
thy Brow proceeds from thy Concern for our 

Sovereign, A little Time will reſtore thee to thy 
former Serenity and Quiet of Mind. For thou 
art to know, Paſquin, that tho* Spain be Tenaci- 
ous and Steddy in her Demands and Deſigns on 
ſome other Potentates of Europe, ſhe will not, 
cannot, be fo towards the Spiritual Prince we 
ſerve. -She may bully and bluſter, Qualities na- 
tural to her, but while ſhe is governed by a 
Prince of Philip's exemplar Piety and religious 
Zeal, there is no Danger that ſhe will fall off from 
an Obedience to the Hoh See, which the Pious 
Prince thinks fo Eſſential an Article of his Faith. 
Beſides, Paſquin, tho it might be apprehended 

that Philip may give way to Female Art and 
Charms in Contradiction to his own Opinion, 
thou mayſt ſecurely Rely upon the refined Po- 
liticks of our Spiritual Machiavels. My Life they 
over- reach the Don 's, and procure the Security by 
Art and Stratagem which the Spiritual Power 
alone was unable to acquire. - 

Paſq. I confeſs, Marforio, that the late unpre- 


cedented Attacks of Spain on our venerable Ma- 


ſter added to that Thoughtfulneſs you obſerve 
me ſeized with. But, my Friend, there was yet 
another Cauſe, ariſing from your laſt Converſa- 
tion. I ever was a Friend to Liberty, and thou 
knoweſt I was always an Advocate for that Weſtern 
Nation you had lately produced in another Light 
than I either thought or wiſhed them. I will 
own I was prejudiced in Favour of that' People 
on whom I built for a Reſtoration of univerſal 


Freedom. But your Character of their preſent. 


Depravity deſtroys all my Hopes, and partly Oc- 
caſions that diſquietude, ſo viſible in my Coun- 
ET Rs tenance. 
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tenance. Pray tell me, my Sagacious Friend, what 
your pinion is concerning the future Conduct or 
Fate of that once, Heroick People? Are they 
doomed to mix with the other Subſervient Nations 
on the Continent, or ſhall Freedom and Order 
ſpring from their preſent State of Corruption? 

Marf. If by Freedom and Order you mean a 
cammon- wealth, there is not the leaſt Probability 
that any Form of Government ſo Regular and 
Conſiſent with the Nature of a reaſonable Being, 
| will ever take Place in a Country where there is 
not Virtue enough to make a Common-wealth 
of a ſingle Village. A Common-wealth, or Li- 
berty in its largeſt Senſe, has always been the 
Growth of Religion, Wiſdom, Honeſty, Fru; 
gality, Reſolution and Publick Spirit. This was 
plain from the States of Greece and Rome, while yet 
theſe Virtues were Eminent, not only in the 
Chiefs, but likewiſe in the Commonalty, But 

my Dear Paſquin, where ſhall we find a People 
ſo endowed? Doeſt thou think that that virtuous, 


Public Spirit, without which Liberty can never 


ſubſiſt, is to be met with amongſt your favourite 
HNanders? Canſt thou imagine that that Amor Pa- 
triæ, that Love of publick Good, ſo abſolutely 
neceſſary towards acquiring and maintaining true 
Liberty, is rooted in the Minds of a People that 
abandon themſelves to all the vicious Exceſſes 
human Nature is capable of? To Form a Com- 
mon- wealth, to ſecure Liberty, there ſhould be 
the Spirit of a Codrus or a Curtius. Where ſhall we 
find thoſe amongft that People, who would Devote 
themſelves or chuſe to Die to preſerve the Pub- 
lick? Doeſt thou think any of them would with 
Themiſtocles, die rather than Fight againſt their 
Country? Are there any of them ſo virtuouſly 
Abſtemious as Cincinatus, who, tho' miſerably 


(*20-) - 
"Poor, refuſed the Bribes of the Samnites, or as 
Fubricus, who rejected the offers of Pyrrhus, tho 
at the Head of a powerful and victorious Army? 
Which of them, like Socrates, has fo great a Dif- 
ference to the Laws of their Country, as to die 
rather than fly and ſeek Protection in a foreign 
State? | DS 
Frugality, untinctured by Avarice, is the in- 
ſeparable Companion of Liberty and publick Vir- 
tue; Avarice and Luxury are the Concomitants 
of Riches, and theſe have ever been the Cor- | 
rupters of Mankind. While the Spartans ob- 
ſerved the Laws of Lycurgus, prohibiting Gold, 
Avarice and Luxury, they were Free; they were 
Safe. Before the Conqueſt of 4fia, Rome had i 
Vertue, ſhe had Freedom - But with the Spoils 
of the Eaſt, Wealth, Luxury and Avarice enter- 
ed and vanquiſhed the Vanquiſhers of the World. 
Where Luxury is countenanced, is cheriſhed, | 
Avarice will ever be Predominant ; and wherever h 
ſhe governs, Corruption will always be prime Ml / 
'Minifter. Judge then, my Friend, what muſt be- d 
come of a Land where fell Corruption ſways un-: 
controuled. May it not be ſaid of any State, 
'and particularly that we are ſpeaking of, ,where| 
Venality and Corruption are held in Veneration, | 
what Ingurtha ſaid of this our Place of Abode? 0 
wenalem Urbem, &c. O Venal City, and that ſoon if 
would periſh if a Purchaſer could be found! 
Avarice, as it is productive of Corruption and | 
Venality, is an Enemy to Society, to Liberty, to 
all human Happineſs : Nor can it be doubted that 
a Vice ſo big with ill in this Life, will meet with t 
Adequate Puniſhment in the next. But alas, the 
t 
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Doctrine of future Reward and Puniſhment, is 

as much condemn'd, as tis unfaſhionable amongſt i - 

your Mock Inamoratos of Liberty! Avarice has i < 
monopolized 


cc 
ec 


. 
monopolized the Souls of the whole People to ſo 
great a Degree, that they are loſt to every Con- 
fideration, but that fuggeſted by that deſtructive 
Paſſion. You remember what old Saluſt had ſaid 
of it in his Advice to Julius Caſar. Sed Multo 


Maximum Patriæ, &c. 
cc 


you can do your Country, this City, your ſelf, 
your Poſterity, and indeed, all Mankind, is to 
«© man Nature and the Neceſſities of Life will 


« permit, that eager Intenſeneſs and Zeal for 


cc 


ce no juſt Adminiftration of Affairs, Publick or 


are able to be ſo much upon the Guard, as in- 
tirely to prevent the Mind from Falling ſooner 
or later under its Tyranny.” A little after 
he deſcribes the Monſter which he adviſes the 
Dictator to deſtroy within the Extent of his Juriſ- 


diction, in theſe memorable Words. — Bellua fera, 
immanis, intoleranda eſt, &c. Avarice is a Beaſt 
wild and full of inſupportable Cruelty ; where- 
ever it Journeys it ſpreads a vaſt Deſtruction 
all around. It lays waſte Houſes, Temples, 


cc 
cc 
cc 


Towns and Countries, impiouſly and promiſ- 
cc 


** robs all Men of Fame, Modeſty, Children, 
** Parents, Country, &c. Such was the Deſcrip- 
tion of Avarice, by one of great Knowledge and 
Obſervation, who ſaw the dire Effects of it in 
this once celebrated City, which was, at that 
Time, haſtening to its Ruin by the Prevalence 
of that hidious Vice, and which afterwards, from 
C 3 | the 
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The greateſt Good 
take away, or at leaſt to leſſen, as far as hu- 


Money which now prevails, elſe, there can be 


Private, in War or Peace. For wherever this 
Luſt of Riches invades, neither Diſcipline, 
wholeſome Arts, or any Strength of Judgment 


cuouſly mingling Things Divine and Human. 
'* No Walls have Strength enough, nor Army. 
Force enough to reſiſt the Progreſs, whilft it 


| © - > / 
the ſame Cauſe, ſunk into an Abiſs of Woe and 
Miſery. * VVV EY 
1 2 Your Conſequence is but too juſt, my 
Friend; Avarice was the Rock this once Augutt 
City had ſplit upon. And could I be ſure that 
the Vice prevails there as much as it did here in i 
Saluſt's Day, I ſhould give up my Favourites as | 
loſt and undone. | | 7 i 
© Marf. Sure, ſayſt thou. Are you ſure there 


is an Inquiſition here at Rome? Are you ſure i 


that Churchmen are actuated by Paſſions like 
other Men; that they are devoured by Ambition 
and Avarice, as Women are by Vanity and Laſ- | 
civiouſneſs, and that Miniſters ſeldom conſult | 
any Intereſt, but that which leads them to Power | 
and Wealth? If you be ſure of theſe, Paſquin, 
ſo ſure you may be, that your Favourites, as you 
call them, are Slaves to Avarice. Do not their 
general Elections prove the whole People to be 
Jeized with the Vice? What elſe but Avarice can 
induce Men of Forty, nay Sixty and Eighty Thou- 
ſand Crowns a Year to barter their Integrity for | 
Places and Penſions? Is it not Avarice, think 
you, which obliges Men of Wealth, Rank and Fi- 
gure to be the wretched Tools of any undeſerving 
Upftart in Power, becauſe he has the Diſpoſal 
of Places and Truſts? What is it but Avarice, | 
that has banzſhed Hoſpitality and true Generoſity 
From amongft a People famed for thoſe Virtues} 
thoughout the known World? It would be end- 
leſs to enumerate the Proofs might be brought, 
that no People this Day in the World are greater 
Slaves to Avarice, than thoſe whom you Contend} 
for. The Vice has taken deep Root in the * ** 
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prithee, Paſquin, trouble thy Head no more 
about them. Leave them to follow thñge * * 
of *, and to the Gratification of their Paſ- 


ſions. They deſerve not your Care or Compaſ- 


ſion who ſeem to have none either for themſelves 


or Poſterity. Their Popiſh Anceſtors had other 


Notions of Liberty; when they obliged: thoſe 
intruſted with the Care of Souls to read the 
Great Charter of their Freedom on all Sundays af- 
ter divine Service, that ſo the People might 
be apprized of the Rights and Liberties which 
the Law of the Land had given them. This 
was a ſignal Inſtance of the publick Vertue of 
thoſe Days. — But now I am ſick of the De- 
generacy of the preſent Age. So take Leave of 


the Subject. 


Paſq. In truth, Marforio, thou haſt given me a 
Surfeit of a People I own to have had a ſincere Re- 
gard for, becauſe I thought them virtuouſly ſtu- 
dious in the Purſuit of bright Liberty. But I 
have done. Now you may proceed in your 
intended Diſcuſſion of publick Affairs. I am all 


Attention. 


Marf. You may remember, Paſquin, I told you in 
my Obſervations of the late Peace between the Ca- 


tholick Powers, that the whole Syſtem of the Poli- 
ticks of Europe had been changed by that Treaty. 


It is true, this does not ſo evidently appear at 


preſent as it will hereafter ; but even from that 


Part of the Treaty which has been already execu- 


ted, I apprehend it plain to a Demonſtration, that 
the States not in Communion with the Contract- 


ing Powers, have not been conſidered in that Light 
they either wiſhed or expected. When I ſay, 


expected, don't imagine that I think they had any 


Right to expe& that their particular Intereſt 


ſhould be conſidered by any of the Powers con- 


C 4 cerned 


ad o 
avs = 


J 
4 : 
. Wenn , * — — 645 x OW * 1 " - 
11 r et Mt a Ne” 2 n | r 1 33 — y * 
r rr * a . 4 . o x = 
"PSI 2 2 — 1 * by 3 = . — 4 x" 4 — 2 * 2 5 
** S i 4 
to — N — — + . 8 2 K 


. 2 — 


r 


- 
* 
5 B — n : 
OS 1 bop f 


— —ů ̃ —ũB —— U UUU !̃ ꝶ-ai ]] ˙· K K 


feeble and reduce, they could not form a bare 


ä : 
cerned in that Treaty. From France, whom they 
had, for: almoſt a Century, 'endeavoured” to en- 


Hope of Friendſhip and Benevolence ; and from 
the Emperor. They had ſo ſcandalouſly abandoned 
him in his Diftreſs, that it would have been Ar- 
rogance in them to hope he would retard or leſ- 
| ſen the future Security of his own Family in Com- 
pliment to them. Your Quondam Favorites, for 
a long while at the Head of the Proteſtaxt Intereſt, 
have been the ſole Anthors of the Negle& to- 
wards the Emperor, which has occafioned the 
diſregard ſhewn for the whole Body by this laft 
'Treaty. Without a freſh Enumeration of their 
Foibles and Miſtakes ſince the Year 1714, I think 
our political Conferences of the laſt Year, muſt 
have convinced you that the preſent Gloom which 
hangs over the Proteſtant Intereſt, is ſolely owing 
to their Conduct. | | 
You'll hardly think it, my Friend, that Ava- | 
rice had guided theſe deluded People into all 
their Errors. Fears and Jealouſies ariſing from | 
rk, were thought to have occaſioned | 
that Fluctuation in their Councils and Meaſures 
which was attended with an Expence that pre- 
vented the Diſſolution of their Taxes, the Diſ- 
charge of their national Debt, and the Encou- 
ragement of their Commerce. But, as no Appre- 
henſions concerning Power or Title could, without 
Madneſs, be a Reaſon for the Continuance of 
Meaſures which, of themſelves, were obviouſly 
deſtructive of the Means by which alone that 
Power was likely to be perpetrated; *tis plain to 
me that the chief Agents were actuated by ano- 
ther more powerſul Motive; and this, in my Opi- 
nion, could be no other than that of immediate 
Gain. For, as no Means ſo ſecure for continu- 


ing 


5 (25) 
ing Power, particularly that acquired by Election, 
as fixing it on the Affections of the Electors; it 
js certain that all Meaſures tending to the aliena- 
ting that Affection, muſt be deſtructive of the 
End propoſed. Now, as the Continuance of 
Taxes; the Non- payment of Debts, and a diſ- 
regard for Trade, could not be ſuppoſed to be 
attended with general Affection, it is manifeſt 
that Avarice got the better of all other Conſide- 
rations, and that it is to the Gratification of that 
Paſſion alone, we are to impute the Inſtability of 
thoſe Meaſures that had neceſſarily created ſuch 
Expences as furniſhed the Agents with Opportu- 
nities and Means of acquiring Wealth. 
To ſtrengthen this Argument; if Awvarice had 
not been the Baſis of all their Actions, would they 
have done a flagrant to a neceſſary 
and powerful Prince in Communion with them- 
ſelves ? Would they have diſobliged one whoſe 
natural Intereſt it would have been, without ſuch 
a Provocation, to concur with them on all Occa- 
ſions in Maintenance of the Common Cauſe ? 
Would they, on the other Hand, have proje&ed an 
Alliance, barely for the ſake of Oeconomy, which 
has, and will be productive of an unſafe Coldneſs 
between them and a natural and neceſſary Aly 
nearer home? Theſe Miſtakes, Paſquin, not to 
mention many others I could produce, prove that 
Avarice, as it had directed all their Councils, con- 
tributed ſolely towards cementing that Union 
between the Catholick Powers, which they have 
lately taken ſo much Pains to diſſolve. 

For this Purpoſe was an expenſive Treaty en- 
tered into with Denmark; to this End were ex- 
travagant Sums employed at Szockholm, In this 
View was the late Alliance with a petty Prince of 


the 


his Pleaſures 


7 an 
the Houſe of S——. In this View alſo, are 
all the powerleſs Proteſtant Sovereigns of G 
become Penſioners of —. And to this End 
were two fucceſhve, unp Journies to the 
North. But — : , 

Paſq. Give me Leave, Marforio, to tell yon that 
if you are no better informed of other Tranſ- 
actions than you ſeem to be concerning the Mo- 


tive of the two. Journeys you mentioned, you have 
deen greatly impoſed. upon. The Intereſt of the 


Publick, indeed, was the Pretence for taking thoſe 
Jaunts; but, my good old Friend, allow me to tell 
you for a Certainty, that the Publick was not, 
in the leaſt, concerned in them Gambols. No, no, 
Marforio, a nobler Paſſion, I mean when honour- 
ably and juſtly directed, than Avarice, dictated 
on thoſe Occaſions. A certain little Deity, power- 
ful in the moſt exalted Breaſts, inſpired and con- 
trived. thoſe Parties de plaiſir. Take upon my 
Word, my little Mar fi, who, you know, am an 
Adept in ſifting to the Bottom of an amorous In- 
trigue, that thoſe Excurſions had like to have 
given the Palpitation to a certain great L ——, 
and her Favourite Rent-gatherer. They foreſaw 
the Danger, and for that Reaſon, the Perſon 


moſt concerned in Intereſt, was willing to be paſ- 


five, and with the Self-denial of a Stoick, con- 
geltended ro © #v#20+u0ns, But as Cupid 
ever delights in Difficulties and Dangers, there 
was no reaſoning the Votary out of his preme- 
ditated Deſign of travelling in queſt of Amuſe- 
ment. It is true, he repented him that he had not 
agreed to the Propoſal made to him for bringing 
; but the Danger once over, 
he was, as he ſtill is, determined to have his Hu- 
mour his own Way. As for publick Murmurings 

EE they 


CEL... 
they are Matters below the Notice of a vigorous 
Lover with replete Coffers, and attended by a nu- 
merous obſequious Rerinue. © | ; 
Marf. Pleaſure, or the Inſpection of it, being 
your peculiar Province, I ſhan't take upon me to 
arraign your Account of this Matter. All I 
ſhall ſay of it at preſent is, that the Sweets of 
#*##*%** Pleaſures are ever accompanied with 
diſtaſteful Bitters; whether or no this will hap- 
pen or not in the Caſe before us, I leave Time to 
unfold., But to the Purpoſe in hand. 
Every String was touched upon ; every Pulſe 
was felt in order to prevent a good Underſtand- 
ing between the Houſes of Auſtria and Bourbon; 
but Hoſtilities being ceaſed, and Preliminaries 
being publiſned, the Plan was changed from ab- 
ſolute Prevention into Protraction, in hopes ſome 
lucky Birth or Death might intervene. For you 
are to know, Paſquin, that the ever- famous B- 
Pilot having more than once eſcaped Shipwreck 


by the intervening Death of ſome neighbouring 


Commanders, or Chief Agents, he is too apt ever 
ſince to rely upon his good Fortune only, where 
a wiſe Man would and might act ſo as to leave 
nothing or but very little to Chance. 

During the Continuance of the War the King 


of Sardinia was tampered with to drop his new 


Allies; but the gallant Prince was too tender of 
his Honour to liſten to the lucrative Offers that 


were made him to break his Faith. But the ſa- 


gacious Pilot's Diſcernment on that critical Oc- 
caſion was very conſpicuous in his Choice of an 
under Agent at the Court of Turin. Well, failing 
of Succeſs here, the next Tentative was made on 
the Queen of Spain; but that failing alſo by the 
ſuperior Skill and Induſtry of the equitable Me- 
diator of the Peace, as I had obſerved to you in 

| | my 
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my Conferences . of laſt Year, it was reſolved to 
bully Sy into a Negociation ſhe was not to 
be either bribed or reaſoned into. I fay bribed, 
becauſe it is the known Practice of our political 
Pilot whenever he is pinched, To this Purpoſe, 
was a trifling Miſunderftanding occaſioned by a 
ſenſeleſs Punctilio, widened, at leaſt, endeavoured 
to be widened, into an abſolute Breach, and a 
formidable naval Force diſpatched to the Tagus. 
This Step, as it could not fail of adding to 
that Diſguſt which had for many Years ſubſiſted 
between Sp and 5 , was looked up- 
on by the more conſummate Stateſmen of Europe, 
as a Maſter- piece in the bungling Part of the Art. 
They could not conceive what ſhould induce one 
at the Head of Affairs of a Nation ſubſiſting by 
Trade, to lay hold of every frivolous Occaſion for 
deftroying all Harmony between his Country, and 
one whoſe Friendſhip it would be her Intereſt to 
Cheriſn and cultivate. But, with Stateſmen of the 
Complexion of our Pilot, the Publick will ever 
give way to private Intereſt. Taxes were not to 
be continued without Expences, and Expences 
could not well be contrived without Armaments. 
The Articles of private Penſions ran very high, 
and therefore it was neceſſary to find Employ- 
ments, that ſnould anſwer the Purpoſes of Pen- 
ſions. Beſides, from A rmaments both by Sea and 
Land, the private Emoluments of a Minifter are 
known to ariſe. 
But our Pilot's Scheme was much deeper laid 
than the World imagined. For at the Time that 
he affected to intimidate Sp — , ſhe was to 


be careſſed and cajoled by another Channel. The 
ſecondary Miniſter of Fauce was made Choice of 
for this End. This Man naturally bold and en- 
rerprizing where Wealth was the Object, was raiſed 


from 


W 
from almoſt the Lees of the People, and had ar- 
rived to Power by low Cunning and Chance, like 
our Pilot himſelf. Well, Monſieur Ch was 
B——'d, was gained to inſpire the Q—— 
of Þ—— with thirſt of Glory and freſh Con- 
queſt. She was to be perſuaded that though the 
Pilot had put his Country to an enormous Ex- 
pence in fitting out a Fleet for the Tagus, that 
very Fleet ſnould be made ſubſervient to the par- 
ticular Intereſt of her Family if ſhe would agree 
not to evacuate Tuſcany and Parma, in Conſe- 
quence of a Treaty that had been conducted with- 
out her Knowledge or Conſent. -'The Keeper of 
the Seals was to inſinuate, that the whole Power 
of B „ and of the Proteſtants in general, 
ſnould be employed, not only in Favour of her 
Eldeſt Son in Itah, but likewiſe that of her Second 
ſhould be ſupported in the Recovery of the 
Auſtrian Netherlands. That he would take upon 
him to bring the Cardinal, and conſequently HFauce, 
into all her Meaſures, as ſoon as the Emperor's 
Hands ſhould be full of an approaching War 
with the Turꝶ in Conſequence of his Engagements 
with Ruſſia. | „ 
The Frenchman, whether he was in earneſt, or 
whether he was only willing to appear ſo, in or- 
der to gratify his Munificent Employer, made the 
Overture with ſo great Art and Delicacy, that 
the aſpiring Princeſs had almoſt ſwallowed the 
Bait when the ſubtile Pat—o interfered with his 
uſual Addreſs. He laid before her the Improba- 
bility of Succeſs, and the certain Dangers that 
would attend an Attempt of . thwarting ſo juſt 
and ſalutary Meaſures as had been taken for 
eſtabliſhing true Concord and perpetual Unity 
between all the Catholick Powers of Europe. He 
told her, that though he was not let into the 
5 | whole 
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whole Secret of the Treaty between France and 


the Emperor, yet he was ſatisfied from the known 


Ability and Virtue of the Mediator, that not only 
the particular Intereſt of her Family, but alfo 
that of the Cathelicks in general, were provided 
for and conſidered with the greateſt Condour and 
moſt impartial Equity. That it would be incon- 
fiftent with the Piety or Character of a Catholick 
Queen to obſtruct a Treaty purely calculated for 
the Propagation of the Faith ſhe profeſſed, and 
that it was to be feared, however great her 
Power was with the King her Confort, ſhe ſhould 
never be able to perſuade him into Meaſures 16 
very repugnant to his way of thinking. — 
The faithful judicious Minifter went further, 
and convinced his Royal Miſtreſs that as France 
was the only Power in Europe capable either of 
obſtructing or promoting the Intereſt of her 
Houſe, it would be as dangerous to irritate her 
too far, as it would be prudent to gain her by 


Coolneſs and Sincerity. That ſhe was fully de- 


termined to annex the Auſtrian Netherlands, which 


he apprehended was the Foundation of the late 


Treaty, to her other Dominions, and that as any 
Steps towards defeating the End ſhe propoſed, 
would render her implacable, and, perhaps, oc- 
caſion 2 Breach never to be healed, it would be 
highly imprudent to give into Meaſures that muſt 
neceſſarily provoke her. 5 
But though the experienced Stateſman adviſed 
his Miſtreſs againſt going in earneſt into Mon- 
fieur Ch— 1, I ſhould have ſaid, the Pilot's frothy 
Scheme, he perſuaded her to ſhew a ſeeming Ap- 
probation of it for two Reaſons. Firft, that the 
Schemifts might loofe Time, and conſequently be 
prevented in any Attempts they could be ſup- 
poſed to make at the Court of Jenna; and 
5 0 « K ar 
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that by the addittional Weight of the Proteſtant 
Powers, a Match for her Son, with the youngeſt 
Arch-Dutcheſs, might be brought to bear. 


For theſe purpoſes the Keeper of the Seals was 


encouraged, a ſecret Correſpondence was opened, 


and in Conſequence of his Advice, the Evacua- 


tions in Zaly were delay'd, till Means ſhould be 
W found for Gaining upop Fraxce, to join in an 
Application to the Emperor for his youngeſt 
Daughter. cs 
Paſq. Did France then ſhew a Diſinclination to 
an Alliance between a Branch of her Houſe, and 
the Imperial Family ? - Kos 
Marf. She did, Parſquin ; and ſolely for this Rea- 
ſon, that as ſuch an Alliance might one Day raiſe 
Don Carlos to the Imperial Throne, ſhe was un- 
willing that a younger Branch ſhould have a Chance 
of Eclipſing the Elder, which could ſcarce fail in 
Time, conſidering the want of Progeny and in- 
firm Conftitution of the Prince of A. 
There is no Accounting reaſonably, for the Whims 
and Jealouſies of Princes in general; but to do 


Juſtice to the virtuous young Monarch of Fance, 
he was inſpired, on this Occaſion, with a Paſſion 


unknown to his generous, honeſt Soul. The 
Keeper of the Seals was the Perſon that propa- 
gated this injurious, unnatural Doctrine in the 
French Cabinet; but tho' he gilded it with the 
ſpecious Covering, of regard for the Glory and 
Grandure of his Prince as Head of the Bourdon 
Family, yet we know that he had received his 
Inſtructions concerning that Point, along with a 
Bill of Exchange from L——a for a Hundred 
thouſand Crowns. | . 
The Power, which had added Weight to Cho—r's 
Reaſoning, begining to decline, his eclipſing Doctrine 
was no longer adheared to with that Heat and Vio- 
lence 


6. 


Ls 


ert 
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lence he had inſpired when he was in his Meri: 
dian. Signor Pat——o was informed of a Change 


in the Stile of the French Court, and thought it 


now a proper Seaſon for feeling her Pulſe in Re- 


lation to the intended Alliance for Don Carlos. 


But as it was neceſſary, before he ſhould make 


* 


the Experiment, to learn how the Emperor ſtood 


inclined, he commiſſioned that able Politician Car- 
dinal All — : tofind Means to ſound the Court 
of Vienna, acquainting him at the ſame time, with 


the Change obſerved in the Language of the 
French Court. . 


The experienced Prelate being thoroughly ac- 


quainted with the Capacity and Integrity of * * 
+**X*XX#X#X*# who had ſucceſsfully mediated be- 


tween Fance and the Emperor, communicated to him 
without Reſerve, the Nature of his Inſtructions, 
and beſought him to permit him to let the Court 
of Sain know that he was willing the Negoci- 
ation ſhould paſs thro' his Hands. The Prince, of 


whom the Queen of Spain had entertained a 
flight Jealouſy on Account of his late Mediation, | 
was glad of an Opportunity to give her this | 


Proof of his Regard for her Family ; and for 
this Reaſon, as well as that he believed the Point 
to be treated, would be reliſhed by all the Parties 


concerned, he acquieſed in the Cardinal's Re- | 
queſt. The Queen of Spain, who knew no Man | 


in the World ſo capable of conducting an Af- 
fair of this Delicacy, as the K K * rote to 
him the moſt engaging, affectionate Letter ſhe 
was capable of, leaving it intirely to him to ad- 
juſt the Point in ſuch Manner as he ſhould think 
proper ; and at the ſame Time, commanded Duke 
Mont to obſerve all Orders that ſhould 


come to him from & KN K concerning the 


The 


Evacuation. 
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The Negociator, foreſeeing ſome Difficulties 


both at Vienna and Paris, ordered the Spaniſh 


General to form new Pretences for retarding the 
ſtipulated Evacuation, that he might the better 


introduce the intended Alliance, as the only 


Means for ſatisfying Spain, and putting an End 
to all the Difficulties raiſed by her from Time to 


Time. 


As the Emperor and King of France had had late 
Experience of the Negociators impartiality, his 
Overtures on this Occaſion, were received by 
both, with the greateſt Regard and Deference. 
He met with no great Difficulty in convincing 
the laſt, that it would be for the Advantage and 
Glory of his Houſe to enlarge the Dominions, 
and fix the Power of a Prince of his Blood, and 
that, tho' he ſhould even become Emperor from 


the Conſequence of the intended Alliance, it | 


would add Luſtre to his Family without eclip- 
ling or diminiſhing that more ſubſtantial Luſtre 
and Glory of the Crown he wore, the moſt ſplen- 
did and powerful in the World. He put him in 
Mind of the very Houſe which was to be funk 
in his own, of which, the younger Branch, tho 
raiſed to the Imperial Crown, acquired not the 
Glory, nor had it the Luſtre or Strength of the 
Eldeſt, which remained in Hain. The young Mo- 
narch was ſo captivated with the Force and Charms 
of his reaſoning, and ſo ſatisfy'd of his Friend- 
ſhip and Impartiality, that he not only went in- 
to all his Views, but heartily concurred with him 
in the Demand of the Imperial Princeſs. 
The Emperor who had, as it were, adopted 
the Family of Lorrain by beſtowing his eldeſt on 
the firſt of that Houſe, was to be managed with 
the utmoſt Delicacy and Circumſpe&ion. The 
Negociator therefore, with great Force and Ad- 
: | | dreſs; 
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dreſs, expatiated on the Power of the Houle of 
Bourbon, and the Inabilities and Perfidy of thoſe 
from whom alone he might expect Succour againſt 
that Power. That, as this was his Motive for 
concluding the late Treaty with France, he would 
find, upon RefleRioh, the ſame Reaſon oughr to 
determine him to ſtrengthen his Female Houſe with 


the only Alliance in Europe, capable of Support- | 


ing any Diſpoſition he ſhould be inclined to make 
of his vaſt and desjointed Dominions. That it 
would be impoflible for the Princes of Lorrain, 
after his deceaſe, to preſerve themſelves” againſt 
the united Force of the Houſe of Bourbon; nay, 
tho' one of them ſhould be raiſed to the Impe- 
rial Crown, which he put him in Mind, would 
be a Matter of great doubt, conſidering the In- 
fluence which France wonld not fail to have in 
the Electotal College. That the diſpoſal of his 


78 in the Manner propoſed, was the only 


Means for ſecuring to his eldeſt Daughter his 


German Dominions; and as for thoſe he had in 


taly, the Negociator could not ſee how they were 


to be ſecured againſt the Power of the Houſe of 
Bourbon, but by a Ceffion of them in Favour of | 


his Child, in Conſideration of this Alliance. That, 
as a Parent, the firſt Conſideration ſhould be 
the future perfonal Advantage of his Children, 
which, without any doubr, would be far better 
ſecured by this Alliance than any other in 
Europe. That, as a political Father of his People, 
to whom he ow'd rather more than to his own 
Off- ſpring, it was not poſſible for him to give them 
more convincing Proofs of his Tenderneſs and Re- 
gard, than. by agreeing to an Alliance that was 
likely to ſecure to them the Bleſſings of Peace. 
He put his Imperial Majeſty in Mind of the 
Letter, as well as Spirit and Intention of ee 
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ſecret Articles in the late Treaty, that tended 

to an Union of the Catholick Powers for Righting 

the Injured, and the Eftabliſhment of Faith through- 

out Europe, and made it evident to him, that with- 

out this Alliance, the Thing would be precarious; 

if not impracticable. Upon the Whole, the Ne- 

gociation was crowned with Succeſs, and the Wiſe 

impartial Negociator loaded with Thanks and Ap- 

plauſe by all the Parties concerned. 

Theſe were the Steps; this the Canal, by which 

an Alliance, ſo much the Intereſt of all the Ca- ' 

tholick Powers of Europe, was brought to a Con- 

clufion. The Demand of the Arch-Dutcheſs by 

Count Fuenclara, was Matter of Form only ; and 

the dubious Anſwer made to it was concerted be- 
tween all the Powers concerned. It was not yet. 
Time to promulgate an Alliance that Strikes at the 

very Root of the Proteſtant Intereſt. When the 

Emperor is diſengaged, and Fance and Spain ſhall | 

have taken Breath, you will not only find that 

this Match takes Place, bur alſo, that the ſecret 

Articles of the late Treaty will be publiſhed and 

executed with Vigour and Sincerity. | 

But ro return to our political Pilot and his Pen- | 
finer, As ſoon as the Q— of Sy—— had Ad- | 
vice of the Succefs of the ** Negociator, ſhe 
informed the Court of France of the ſecret Ca- 
bals and Intrigues of her entrufted Miniſter ; 
| and by this Means only was the Fall of Monſieur 
Chor compleated. What has been publiſhed 
concerning Monſieur Vaug —- n's Strong Box, I 
mean as to the Papers ſaid to have been found 
in it, was Fable and Farce. | 

| You will obſerve Paſquin, upon the Whole of 
this Alliance between the Houſes of Bourbon and 
Auſtria, that it was not hoped for by Spain, nor 
lo much as thought of by France or the * 
2 an 
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and that nothing but the immediate Hand of Pro- 


vidence, which had directed our refined Schemiſt 
the Pilot, or his judicious Brother, could have ſo 
ſuddenly compleated a Work of ſo great Weight 


and Concern. The B— — Machiavels may be 


likened to Tinkers, who are known to make many 


Holes in Endeavouring to ſtop one. Adieu, my 


Friend, the Sun already peeps above the Horizon. 


— _—_—— 


* 


DIALO GUE III. 
De W EL COME, my dear Marforio; thou 
41: art come moſt Opportunely to aſſiſt 
me with thy unerring Judgment, towards deter- 
mining an Affair of Delicacy, upon which de- 
pends a Wager of Conſequence. A Knot of a- 
bout a dozen Forejgners of different Nations, 
got about me this Morning, and beſeeched me with 
great Civility, to take upon me the Arbitation of a 
Diſpute that had ariſen between them, concern- 
ing the perſonal Merit of their ſeveral Sovereigns. 
In vain did IT plead my Inability, beſeeching the 


Company to excuſe me, and fix their choice | 


on you, that had apply'd your ſelf chiefly to po- 
litical Reſearches. Some of them, indeed, were 
willing you ſhould be joined with me, but one, 
of two Eng amongſt them, objected to 
you as one that had, laſt Year, betray'd an' un- 
pardonable Partiality in your Obſervations of the 
late Peace. He allowed you had given manifeſt 


Proof of your deep Knowledge in the Affairs of 


Europe ; but that your Attachment to Popery had 
clouded your Underſtanding when ever you treated 
of his Country, or Country-Men. His Compatriot, 
a Man of Politeneſs, and good Underſtanding, 

juſtified 
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juſtified with great Force, your Charge againſt 
his Nation; adding, that it was plain from the 


whole Tenor of thoſe Obſervations that you in- 
tended, rather a Correction, than a Reflection, 
on either the Religion, or Politicks of his Coun- 

try. That like a faithful Friend, you kindly 
pointed out where the Miſtakes of her Conduct, 
in order to an Amendment; and that, therefore, 
he thought the whole People could not in Juſtice 
to themſelves, do leſs than erect a Statue to 


your Honour in one of the principal Squares of 


their Capital. | 

Marf. It is ſomewhat odd, methinks, that two 
of the ſame Nation, and I ſuppoſe, of the ſame 
Religion, ſhould betray in your Preſence, Senti- 
ments ſo very Oppoſite concerning my Obſer- 
vations of their common Soil. 

Paſq. It is more odd, Marforio, to hear you, 
that are perſectly acquainted with the Genius of 
the People, their party Animoſities, and their 
natural Unſteadineſs, wonder at their diſagree- 
ing, either at Home or Abroad. But to ſet you 
right in this Matter, you are to know that one 
of theſe Gentlemen is but juſt arrived from Eng; 
the other has not been there for almoſt half a 
Century. Time and Obſervation have worn off 


the Prejudice of Birth in the latter, while the 


other is bewildered in the Maze of a bad Edu- 
cation, and worſe Example. The one ſeems to 
mourn the Degeneracy of his Country- men, the 
other to think, that Immorality and Corruption 
are the Corner Stones of their Freedom. 

Marf. How comes it that Men differing ſo 
much in their Way of Thinking, ſhould concur 
in their Opinion concerning the Virtue, or Merit 
of their Prince? BE 

D 3 Paſq. 


\ 


— an AC — * 
n 


= Paſg. They do not, if you mean a Concur- 
repce in Opinion of the ſame Prince; for you 
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Marf. Now you have ſet the Matter in a clear 
Light. Well; but, my good Friend, of what 
Service can I be to you, towards determining 
. this Wager ? . 9 

pPaſg. You {hall direct my Judgment by faith- 
fully Sketching out the Characters of the pre- 
ſent Princes of Europe: And as in ſo doing, you'll 
paturally have Occaſion to obſerve on the poli- 
tical Intereſt of the ſeveral Nations they govern, 
J don't ſee, but that a Reſearch of this Kind 
will anſwer the Purpoſe of our preſent Inter- 
view. I am engaged in Honour to publiſh my 
= - Award To-morraw in the. Forenoon ; therefore, 

_— my wary Friend, no Expoſtulation, but proceed. 
" Mau. I wiſh, Paſquin, thy Integrity mayn't 
have been corrupted by that avow'd Advocate: of 
Corruption, you juſt now mentioned. | 
Paſq. No Faith, tho' I frankly own to you, 
he came to me this Evening, and claped a Bill of 

Belloni's for a thouſand Crowns, into my Fiſt. 

Mar. Lou ſee I was not wrong in my Con- 
je&ure. But Prithee, Paſquiz, how did you bear 

. ſo flagrant an Attack upon your Honour? | 
Paſq. With the Scorn and Contempt of my 
ancient, heroick Fellow-Citizens, I told the 
baſe corrupting Agent that he ſhould remember 
| I was a | Vi an old virtuous Roman, who 
I : ſcorned to betray my Truſt, to gratify my A- 
1 varice, or to ingratiate my ſelf to the greateſt 
1 Monarch in the World. I flung his poiſoning 
=_ - Paper at his Head, and bid him never ſee my 
Hil Face more. = EYE = | 2 
| = 6 i Ma, 
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Marf. Well, my good old virtuous Friend, and 
did he take your Lecture patiently, and leave 
580 2 Ft r 
? Paſq. No, he made a thouſand Apologies, aſſu- 
ring me, 1 had miſtook his Intention, and that 
he was the fartheft in the World from a Defign 
to corrupt my Integrity. That he was employ'd 
from home, to get Intelligence in a certain Fa- 
mily, and that the Bill was purely intended for 
thar Purpoſe alone. Thar as to any Award I 
ſhould think proper to make concerning the Sa- 
periority of Princes, it wa: perfectly indifferent to 
bim, upon whom my Choice ſhould Fall; for that 
he was one of the Millions in his Country, who 
did not care a Button, whether they had a vir- 
tuous, or vicious Prince, provided he had a N 
of W—, and let the Miniſters ſhare with him in 
the Publickx . He was going on in this Strain when 
a certain young Prince chanced to come by, go- 
ing to viſit a Lady of Quality of his own Coun- 
try. That, faid he, my noble Signor Paſquin, 

is the Youth, whoſe Conduct I would fain em- 
* ploy you about. Tis whiſpered they are pre- 
paring his travelling Equipage; now if you 
will undertake to inform me with the Secrets 
of his Journey, 1 promiſe to make this Bilt 
One Hundred Thouſand Crowns. For you 
muſt know, that I have an unlimitted Credit 
for theſe Purpoſes, from our generous Prime 
Fr | 
Marf.. I hope you agreed to take the Money 
without any more Delign to ſerve him faichfully 
than Numbers of thoſe who, Riot here at his 
weak Employers Expence. It would be no Breach ' 
of Honour, Paſquin, to delude fo ſhameleſs a 
Political Bungler. It is incredible, my Friend, 
what Sums are employed for this infamous Pur- 
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oſe all over Europe, particularly here, at Madrid, 
F and Avignon. Our Sextus V. had not more 


Spies in his Pay, than that Empirick in Politicks ; 


but the Difference lies here; that the Ponti - 
Views tended ever to the Advancement of Piety, 
uſtice, and the Glory of the Creator; but this 
an's Conſiderations are quite of a different 
Complexion. As Sextus was one of deep Pene- 
tration himſelf, he choſe his Emiſſaries with Judg- 
ment, and was therefore faithfully ſerved : But 
as this Man's Judgment lies chiefly in little Quirks 
and ſhallow Cunning, he Squanders the publick 
Treaſure on Creatures without Art or Addreſs, 
who have for the moſt Part, neither Talents, or 
Power to render him Service. You may judge 
of his Diſcernment, in his Choice of ſo ſoft a 
Wretch as this, that had been Tampering with 
ou. 
It is true, there are ſome of our Countrymen, 
Men of Parts and Dept, that take of his Money 
pretty plentifully; nay, there are ſome, even in 
the very Family he would have obſerved, that 
are his Penſioners, and they are known too; but 
they that can ſerve him, aſſuredly, don't; nor 
could they to any great Purpoſe, tho? they 
were inclined. For, Paſquiz, when a Man is his 
own Secretary in all Matters of Moment ; and 
where no Man in Europe underſtands the Ca- 
binet better, tis Diſficult to dive into his Secrets. 
Witneſs, ſome great, late Tranſactions of his 
Conducting. When your Tempter comes to you 
next, recommend to him to Addreſs himſelf for 
Intelligence to the noble Lady, who had been 
honoured by the * * * Youth : He may form 
Hopes that one 4#y 'd as that Lady i is, may In- 
2 herſelf at his Inſtance. But, as much a 
Fool as he is, 1 ſuppoſe he is not eee 
f l 
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with the good Senſe and heroick Virtue of that 
diſtinguiſhed Beauty, who has worn off her Pre- 
judices, as indeed moſt of her Countrymen and 
Women do, more or leſs, that obſerve and re- 
fide for any Time amongſt us. O, my dear Paſ- 
quin ! How happy would that People be, could 
they diveſt themſelves of their Avarice, Venality, 
Impiety and Prejudice! Then would they be 
happy in the fulleſt Extent of the Epithet, But 
alas. | 5 5 ak 
The Travels, Paſguin, of which Signor A — 
would be informed, are more Myſterious, than 
moſt Men think they are; tho' to View the Mat- 
ter ſimply, as a Tour of Pleaſure and Edifica- 
tion, one wonld not imagine it could be attend- 
ed with any Conſequence of Moment. But my. 
tempted Companion, tis not ſafe to let thee into 
Secrets that are attacked by one, who has Mil- 
lions at Command. 1 bo 

Paſq. Though I believe thee but in jeſt, Mar- 
Forio, I cannot bear any thing like an Inſinuation 
which reflects ſo nearly on my Honour. I am 
ſatisfied you cannot entertain ſo mean an Opi- 
nion of my Virtue as to imagine me capable of 
a baſe Action for Lucre. I may, indeed, blab 
out Secrets inconſiderately, but never with De- 
ſign to injure nor from any Motive founded in 
Corruption. You have known me for Ages, and 
can vouch for my Integrity, either actual or in- 
tentional - f | on 

Marf. J know thee, my Friend, for an honeſt, 
virtuous Block that has ſtood the Threats and 
Bribes of Popes, Emperors, Kings, Cardinals and 
Miniſters. Be calm, my teſty Man of Honour, 
and be ſatisfied, that though T knew you to be 
an admirer of certain Iſlanders, I never appre- h 
heded you could be infected with their VO ; 
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No, Paſquin, I knew thee to be an old Roman, in- 
capable of Corruption in any Shape. —— But 


| to the Purpoſe of your Award. Pray, in what 


Manner do you deſign to proceed in your Exa- 
mination of the. ſeveral Princes of Europe? Do 
you intend to confider ag? bb perſonal Qua- 
lfications only, which in Truth, is the Manner 
2 great and good Man would -wiſh to be conſi- 
dered, or do you intend they ſhall ſtand or fall 
as Rulers and Legiſlators? 

Paſg. : From what I was able to gather from 
thoſe concerned in the Conſequence of my Award, 


I am only to determine upon their immediate, 


private, perſonal Merit, abſtracted from their 
Power or Figure as Sovereigns.  _ | 
Marf. In an Examine of this Nature, Religion 
ſhould be intirely out of the Queſtion, for you 
may remember that our great Sixtus thought ſo 
when he had ſpoken ſuch mighty Things of Eli. 
zabeth and Henry IV. when he ſaid, that to re- 


tore the golden Age, the World ſhould be go- 


verned by and divided between Elizabeth, Henry, 
Philip II. and Sixtus, twas plain he was of Opi- 


nion a Man might be Great and Good, however 


he might be prejudiced by Education in Matters 
of Religion, Greece and this our own Country, 
furniſh innumerable Examples of Men illuſtrious 
for Wiſdom, Piety, Magnanimity and Virtue of 
every Complexion, though they wanted the Lights 
of .true Religion. I would not - be underſtood to 
depreciate Religion, which certainly guides to 
Virtue when judiciouſly tempered with Prudence 
and Moderation. A Man truly Religious can 


never be a bad Man. But he without any Reli- 
gion can never be truly Good. And that Man 


may be juſtly ſaid to be without any who for In- 
tereſt, changes and conforms to Times and Seaſons. 


To 
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Jo form a true Judgment of the preſent Princes 
of Europe it will be neceſſary to examine firſt, wha 
are qualified to be put upon the Lift of Candi- 
dares, and next, who are intirely unworthy of it. 
By this Means much Trouble will be ſaved; for I 
will take upon me to ſay that the Number will 
ſoon be reduced to a very few. You'll agree that 
a Prince devour'd by Awarice is Ipſo fatto, pre- | 
juded, tho he ſhould otherwiſe be endow'd with | 
Wiſdom, Piety, Chaſtity, Patience and Reſolution. 

But if he be avowedly deſtitute of any of thoſe 

= Vertues, his very Memory ſhould be held in 
= deteſtation.- You'll likewife admit that a Raſh, 

Haughty, Inconſiderate, Impoveriſhing, Irreſoſute 

Enthuthiaſticx Prince has no Title to your At- 

tention, any more, than one that ſhould endeavour 

to eſtabliſh the Grandeur of his own Family at 

the Expence of his Honour and even his Soul. 
You'll exclude, I ſuppoſe, any Prince implicitely 

govern'd by the Baſe and Weak of either Sex; 

and all thoſe that have but juſt Senſe enough to 

know when they are well ſerved. Such as have 

hitherto given no Proofs either of their Virtue or 

Vice have no Claim, however the Steadineſs and 

Virtue of their Miniſters may have rais'd their 

Characters or extended their Dominions. 

By ſcrutinizing in this Manner, Paſquin, you'll 
find yourſelf indiſpenſibly oblig d to reduce the 
Number of the Candidates to three; and, conſi- 
dering the preſent depravity of Man, you may 
thank Heaven there are ſo many. | 

Paſ. Your Sentiments, or I am much miſtaken, 
{quare with mine; for I had, before I ſaw you, 
determined to make my Award in favour of one 
of three who are, I ſuppoſe the very ſame you 
would recommend to my Choice. 


Marf. 
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:- Marf. Though, you always were an Admirer 
of publick Virtue, yet Paſquin, as you were alſo, 


an Inftrument and Encourager of Intriegues au- 


thoriz d by the little Amorous Deity, I don't know 
whether we agree in Opinion: For the Princes, 
who I think are intitled to your Choice, have not 
been known, either-1n the Single or Matrimonial 
State, to treſpaſs upon the Virtue of Chaſtity. 
Paſq. It is true, Marforio, J had often buſied 
myſelf in Intrigues of Love, but they were always 
within the virtuous Bounds of ſtrict Honour. I 
never promoted a Breach of Conjugal Vows, which 
Fonts XIV. were he living, could vouch for. That 
Prince, who, abſtracted from his Amorous Weak- 
neſſes, was undoubtedly the perfectedſt and greateſt 
Man of his time, could never bribe me, and 
many Attempts he made upon my Vertue, to em- 
ploy my Falents in favour of his Criminal Plea- 
fares. On the Contrary, I prevented his Attempts 


on Cardinal Mazerin's Neice; I broke the Neck, 


after the firſt Sally of his Heat was over, of his 
Converſe with Mademoiſelle de Fontanges ; I inſpired 
Mademoiſelle Lavaliere with a Deſire for the Veil as 
foon as ſhe was rid of the Royal Burthen, and 
Monte ſpau was ſupplanted by old Scarron's Widow 
by means of my Art and Vertue. I failed indeed, 
in moſt of my Attempts in favour of the 
Monarchs, though I can ſafely fay, that I had 
conftantly, particularly for theſe * * ' Tears, 
employed all my virtuous Cunning to prevent 
their criminal Exceſles : But, Marfario, I will, at 
any other Time, account for my late want of Suc- 
ceſs in this particular. For the preſent, you 
ſhall he judge if my Choice be not identically the 
fame with yours. ; | i 

The firft of the three is that virtuous and con- 


ſummate Stateſman, the Mediator of the late glo- 
| | rious 


7 


Tae) 
rious Peace, a, without Vice, without Stain 
or Blot, but ſuch as his Enemies, the Enemies of 
Vertue, would injuriouſly fix upon him; A——, 
whoſe Misfortunes have contributed to his Glory as 
much as they reflect Diſhonour on thoſe that have 


occaſioned them. A—— that wants only to be 
truly known to be univerſally reſpected, to be 
revered. and adored. J am ſo charmed with the 
perſonal Merit of this amiable Man, that I ſhould 
be tempted to Award 1n his Favour, without fur- 
ther Deliberation, if my Difference to your Opi- 
nion did not oblige me to wait for yours. 
Marf. Delay not then any longer, my Friend, 
to fix your Choice, For though I have a very 
high Opinion of the Virtue of the D of 
L-— and the K—— of S——a, who, I think, 
are the remaining two of your three Favourites, 
yet I cannot help agreeing with you that the 
Preheminency is juſtly due to the — Mediator. 
And for this Reaſon, that though they may equal 
him in Piety, Wiſdom, Generoſity, Afﬀability, 
Humanity and Magnanimity, their Proſperity 
did not admit of their giving ſuch ſubſtantial Proof 
as he has, of another Virtue, more neceſſary and 
exalted than any Human Nature -is capable of. 
Were our old Maſter, the great Sextus, living at 
this Time, we ſhould hear him repeat, in Favour 
of theſe extraordinary Parſonages, what he ſaid 
of his great Cotemporaries, in Relation to the Re- 

turn of the golden Ape. _ 
But, Paſquin, ſhan't you be afraid of the Con- 
ſequence of preferring one, obſcure in every 
Thing but his Virtue, to all the mighty Sove- 
reigns of Europe? Shan't you be afraid that the 
Frenchman will talk you to Death ; that the Spa- 
niard will challenge you to Combat; that the 
Portugueſe will either ſtab you in the Dark, or 
| | arraign 


> 
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Arraign you of Judaiſm; that the Auſtrian will 
drink you off your Pedeſtal ; that the Praſſian will 
enliſt you among the tall Grenadiers ; that the 
Ruſſian will knock you down, or fend you to Si- 
beria, that the Swede will load you with Copper 
Coin, that the Pole will diſpoſe of you as he does 
of his Patrimony of Slaves ; that the Dane will 
force an exchange of his Carrot Locks upon you, 
and that the Bearer of Bellonis Bill will infe& 
you with Deiſm and Avarice? 1 5 

Paſq. Oh! Fear not my Friend, for me that am 
covered with the impenetrable Shield of Impar- 
tiality. If I could apprend any Danger, twould 
be from the Advocate of Infidelity and Corrup- 
tion; but even there, I am ſafe, becaufe of the 
Diſagreement of his Countrymen. But, Marforio, 
have not you forgot when you reduced the Num- 
ber of Canditates to three only; or did you pur- 
poſely omit mentioning K— S——s, becauſe he 
was not born to Sovereignty ? For it muſt be ad- 
mitted he was a Prince of great perſonal Merit, 


that had diſtinguiſhed himſelf by a pious and 


manly Reſignation, for which Providence has a 
abundantly rewarded him, even in this Life. 


Marf. You have mentioned the Reaſon for which 


I did not include him in the Liſt, I have ever 
thought him a Pattern of Virtue, but as he is 
to be conſidered as a private Man, in Compa- 
riſon of thoſe born to Expectations, I did not 
think he had a Right to be ranked amongſt them. 
—— But ſee, Paſquin, is not that an Imperial 
Courier, knocking at Cardinal —— Gare ? 
Paſq. The ſame. He comes, I ſuppoſe, with 
the laſt Reſult of the Court of Vienna, in Rela- 
tion to the Turkiſh War. Prithee, Marforio, tell 
me thy Opinion of a War, in which many * 
. e . < ene 
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the chief Powers of Europe ſeem to Intereſt them- 
elves. 25 | 
: Marf. There are indeed ſome Powers that In- 
tereſt themſelves to prevent it, tho' their Belief of 
Chriſtianity ſhould induce them rather to Promote 
and Support it. But their pactfick Interpoſition 
proceeds more from a Dread of France, than from 
any Regard they have for either the Emperor or 
Saltan. They apprehend, that while the Imperial 
Arms are employed in the Eaſt, France will take 
that Opportunity of enlarging her Boundaries on 
the Side of the Netherlands. But, Paſquin, did 
they know as much as I do, of the Secret Ar- 
ticles of the late Peace, they would be leſs So- L 
licitous about the Turkiſh War. The itinerant | 
Mediators are much miſtaken, if they imagine that 
the Emperor will involve himſelf to ſecure Coun- 
tries that are leſs Uſeful to him, than to thoſe that 
had abandoned, and obliged him to conſider the 
future Tranquility of his Family, in the Gratifi- 
cation of the only Power in the World, capable 
of injuring his Houſe. 

Are thoſe Powers” ſo near ſighted, as not to 
ſee, that ſomething of this Nature is ſtipulated 
between the Courts of Paris and Vienna? Do they 
not ſee, by the Harmony that already appears 
between thoſe Courts, that ſomewhat more than 
is publiſhed, is ſtipulated by the late Treaty? Is 
it not obſervable how artfully the Affair of 
the fourth Article of the Treaty of Ryſwick was 
banded between Paris and Vienna? Won't they 
perceive how complaiſantly France was put in 
Poſſeſſion of Lorrain and Bar, before the Eventual 
Succeſſion to Tuſcany took Effect? But above all, 
is not the Conſequence of the late Treaty viſibly 


ſeen in Regard to the Succeſſion of the Pallati- 
nate? . | 
If 
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If Harmony of the moſt durable CompleRion 


hid not ſubſiſted between France and the Em- 


peror, ſhould we have ſeen a Point of this Con- 
ſequence, in which the firſt has no right to in- 


terfere, digeſted, and plan'd out at Verſailles, 
and agreed to at Vienna? What is yet more obſery- 
able in this Affair is, that Fance, which had al- 
ways heretofore laid it down as a Rule to herſelf, 
to Support the Proteſtant Intereſt in Germany, in 


Order to raiſe Domiſtick Enemies to the Houſe 


of Auſtria, is now joining that once, Rival Fa- 
mily, in the Suppreſſion of that very Intereſt. 
This appears evidently from her preſent Attach- 
ment, to the Houſe of Sultsbach, to the Exclu- 
ſion of the Rights of that of Pruſſia. 
But theſe, Paſquin, are but Dawnings only, of 
what may be ſoon expected from the Conſequence 


of the late Treaty, by which all future Occaſion 


of Contention, between the two great Catholick 


Powers, is moſt skilſully removed. France has no 


Views beyond the Rhine, nor was it the Emperor's 
Intereſt to perpetnate War upon his Family, by 
refuſing her Conceſſions, which ſhe ſhould, at all 
Times, be in Condition to extort from his Heirs. 
If the Emperor had had any near Proſpe& of 


Iſſue Male, or could have relied on the Faith or 


Friendſhip of certain Proteſtant Powers, tis pro- 
bable he would nor have made thoſe Conceſſions, 


at leaſt, till he ſhould be compelled by the Fate 


of Arms; but as he found his Vigour declining 
faſter than his Years, and the Conduct of his a- 
tural Allies every Day changing from bad to worſe, 
it became him to enter early into Meaſures for 
the future Security of his Daughters. Beſides, 
the Emperor was grown to an Age, that moſt 
Princes of his Communion, begin to think ſe- 
riouſly of Salvation. He might have reflected, 


that | 
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that as the long Enmity between his Houſe and 
chat of Bourbon had contributed to the Increaſe, 
nay, the very being of the Reformation; *twas 
incumbent upon him, before he left the World, 
and whilſt yet 'twas in his Power, to remove 2 
Cauſe that had ſo long obſtructed the Propaga- 
tion of his Faith. He might have ſcrupled the 
wrongful Effuſion of ſo much Chriſtian Blood as 
had been ſpilt in Conſequence of that Enmity; 
and, he might have thought it high Time to re- 
move the only Obſtacle that could induce Fance 
not to obſtruct an intended Reſtitution for cer- 
tain notorious Miongs done by his Family. . + 

But to conſider the aforeſaid Ceſſion in a po- 
fitical Light only, it was undoubtedly the Zmpe- 
rors Intereſt to agree to it as he had Females 
only to provide for; but having in our Confe- 
rences of laſt Year, fully treated of this Point, 
I ſhall forbear a further Diſcuſſion of it at this 
Time. „ 

In Conſequence of this wiſe and truly pious 
Ceſſion, the very Baſis of the late Treaty, France 
is willing not only to gratify the Emperor, but 
his Son- in- Law. We have found her in this View, 
agreeing and promoting a Match between the 
King of Sardinia and the Eldeſt Prinoeſs of Lor- 
rain: And we ſhall ſoon ſee her portioning the 
Second, and beſtowing her on one that has been 
chief Author of the Harmony which ſubſiſts, and 
is like long to ſubſiſt, between the Great Catholick 
Powers. 1 

We don't find that France joins in the Mediation 
between the Emperor and the Turk. On the con- 
trary, Paſquin, ſhe has engaged ſecretly, to ſupport 
Part of the Expence of the War. It is her In- 
tereſt to ſee the Emperor enlarge himſelf on that 

Side 


CIT 
Side, while he is contented ſhe ſhould be Ar: 
bitreſs in the Weſt; it is the Emperor's Intereft 
to gratify France in that which would be an In- 
jury to his Family to keep from her ; and it is 
their common Intereſt, as Chriſtians, to deprefs 
the common Enemy of their Faith”  — 
But though the Commercial Intereſt of France 
does not permit her to a& openly againſt the Turk, 
we ſhall not only find her ſecretly ſupport the Em- 
peror, but likewiſe Don Carlos and the Venetians, 
who are to declare as ſoon as the War becomes 
inevitable. Nay, we ſhould find her ſpiriting up 
Fain to join in the Chriſtian Quarrel, if fome 
Views nearer Home did not admit of ſeparating 
the Force of that Monarchy. So perſe& is the 
Harmony between the Great Catholick Powers, 
In Vertue of the late Peace; that we ſhall obſerve 
them, on all Occaſions of Moment, ge Hand in 
Hand. All former Jealouſies are already ceaſed, 
and effectual Care is taken that the Cauſe of 
al ſuture Jealouſy and Diſſention will be ami- 
cably removed. That Political Syſtem which had 
fubliſted about two hundred Years, is now 
changed to another far more pious, equitable and 
ſalutary. „ „ 
How juſt, how impenetrable, my dear Paſquin, 
are the Ways of Providence that has wrought, 
by Means imperceptable to Human Underſtand- 
ing, ſo great an Alteration in the Affairs of Eu- 
rope! Who would have thought, twenty Years ago, 
that the Conduct of Certain Powers ſhould have 
5 the Emperor to throw himſelf into the Arms 
of France for the Eſtabliſnment of their Com- 
mon Faith, and the future Security of his Fa- 
milly? Who could have imagined that Avarice 
could fo far have blinded ſome People as to 
| ſacrifice 
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ſacrifice their future Security to preſent Gain? 
But I forget that you are to publiſh your A- 
ward before to Morrow's Sun is mounted to 
his Meridian. Away, my Friend, to proclaim 
the exalted Vertues of the glorious Author of 
the preſent Union between the Catholick Powers 


of Europe. e 
| Adieu. 
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